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APPENDIX D
ARTICLES, NEWS RELEASES AND NOTICES

Media

Local news media ran articles from December 15, 2011 to January 15 2012.

Gazette Tribune — Oroville Tonasket, Okanogan

Omak Cronicle — Omak, Riverside, Conconully, Okanogan
The Star — Nespelem, Elmer City, Coulee Dam

The Quad City Herald — Pateros, Brewster, Methow
Methow Valley News — Winthrop, Twisp, Mazama, Carlton

KOMW Radio, news
KOZI Radio, interview

City Halls were contacted
Social Media sources
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County holds
meeting on
Recreation Plan
update in Oroville

Surrvey says:
Hiking and
walking trails
most popular

By Cary A, DEVOR
Manaomo EmTor

OROVILEE - Ted Muorray
and Sharon McKingie with the
Dkanagan Coonky 1 of-
fire eame to Oroville last week
to discuzs the county's efforts
to update the Comprehensive
Recreation Plan and the results
of an anline puhlic survey,

"The state and fedaral gov-
ernments require an update
every &lx vears for the county to
maintain grant eligibility,” said
Ted Murray, Dutdoor Hecre-
atton Coordinator for Okunogan
County. “This doesn’t just help
the county.. the city can draw
off 1t a5 well ™

At the Wednesday, Jan 4 moeet-
ing held et city hall, Murray
Sabd the county didn't have a
lot in the way of recrestion fa-
cilities. The biggest facility the
county operates |8 the eounty
fairgrounds and Agriplex. They
also have a short riverfront park
in Winthrop Ehe county scquired
shaout teen years ago. Lo the north-
ern part of the county there is the
recently developed Similkameen
Bdver Trail which runs from the

Suhmittad photo
Local high achool students work on benches for the Similkamessn
Rivar Trall. They also heipad with signage on the trall

trailhead at Oroville along the
old Great Morthern Raiflvay bed
and along the Similkameen River,
grerosgs the old steal and conerete
railroad bridge to nearly the
Eriloe Dim powerhouse, Also in
the northern part of the county is
the Whistler Canyon Trall which
1% south of Oroville end can be
aciessel from Highway §7.

Although the online surneys
WETE ANONFmous, the county
could tell what ares'they came
rom through the respondent's
IP Addresses,

“The largest number of sur-
veys were from 'Winthrop, with
the second largest number from
Oroiile. Absteit 110 surveys came
from outside the county, from
places like Spokane, Cabville and
the comst,” Murray said, “Many
local ivds under 18 jurnped online
in the Iast three dagm,”

According to the survey, hik-
ing and wulking on trails is the
number one activity for those
that responded. Number two
wis pleasure driving, three was
pwimming and four was picnick-
ing.

"Farmers Markets did real
will also soross the county,
which is not a Mg surprize,”
Murray said, "Shore fishing did
pretty well too,”

Murrey zaid the survey takers
angwerad very similariy across
Lhe county, with little difference
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'PLAN: Survey open for short time on internet
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bebwoen thoso inside and oats]|de
the Medhist

"I'm surprised that nzobng and
gathering did not score a Hitle
higher, I'm also surpirsed that
snewmoebiling did nof come ot
higher, eapecially since 50 percent
af thize that responded zasd they
dixd it at beast armmally.”

Siirvey takers were pratty even-
Iy divided for their desires far
recreation facilities: Nomber one
wiil nahure and interprethve tradls;
tiarmbser fas was indeor pool amnd
nember three was piendc areas,
Beveral kids from the Oroville
area sl thiy would ke to see 5
shalepark, said Murray.

George Thomton, an Droville
- teacher who 18 also 3 member of
e Oroville Chapter of the Pacific
Morthwest Trail aid
he had gotten a call where the
caller stite Lhere was almost a
“traffic jam™ ab Palmer Lake with
penple teying bo get & look st a rare
Ross's Gull that wis spotted there
by o stabe Wildlife Biologist.

[hrig Branch, Orovilke's Direc-
tor of Community Development
said, “Even if we do build & pool
we winlld =till have to come up
with the dollars to maintain it,
the same could be said for a com-
mRmity center”

Branch also said building trails
aronnd the east side of Lake

Demyoos has been the topie of
dizcussion over the last couple
vearz, a3 well ag huliding a bri

to Driscol Esland,

Murray aaid the county's popis
lation had been growing ﬂldm.
with the greatest growth in those
Bgea 54 o 70 sEnce the 2000 cen
5118,

"My years with oxmmerciil real
catate have tanght me that com-
panies that are looking to Iocate
il &1 Bred are nat just ieoking at
the trensportation grl-:], schools

and community, but also the rec-
reation possibilities," zakd Sharon
McEenge, "With more activities

Submitted phosc
Studants put togethar banchas that ware Installed at varlous
polnts along the Similkamesn River Trall.

¥oi hring in companies and that
will boost the tax base "

Branch, who just led a work
shop on updating Orerlle’s Crig
cal Arcas ordinance, alsy added
that part of a plannar’s joh i3 to
éducate people on the valoe of
protectad areas.

"Il we protect areas and provide
public stcess we then have the
opportunity fo edocate the public
o why thie areas were prodected
Branch said.

The survey is still open will
remain anling for & short period,
thase that wish {0 take it should go
{0 www okanogancoumtyorg.
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Your chance to guide the county"s recreation pl:?m
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Turnout for the Okanogan
County Recreation Flan meet-
ing last Wedneaday in Oroville
wils rather disappointing, How-
evier, the Information gathered
in' the recreation survey was
wvary interesting from many
perEpactives

Ag 2 member of (he press, a
Chamber of Commerce Boand
member and as someone who
enjoys many of the recreational
appartunities this county has 1o
affer | think we need L0 encour-
age the county to do all It can,
with the limited money it has,
to énhance the recreation pos-
allities 18 offers. The natural
beauty of our area is the oné
constant we have to offer both
the people who llve here and
those that come to recreats
hers, lenving some of their dol-
lars bahind.

That beauty stays with us
whether the reglonal eccnomy
is good or bad and perhaps
when thingr are hamest is when
we start to beoefit the most
When Hmes are Lough people
who live near hers enjoy “stay-
cationa” and rather than travel-

Ing out of the state ar even out
thé country with thelr vacation
dallars. They spend thelr maoney
closer to home - in places whore
their dollars go further,

It came a8 Do surprise when
Okanogan Conntly Outdoor
Hecreation Coordinalor Ted
Murray said that hiking and
walking on trails was the most
popular activity, sccording to
the recreation survey, Here in
the north part of the county we
benefit greatly from the work
the county and voluntears have
done on the Similamesn River
Trail and the Whister Canyon
Trail There is also a (radl that
starts in Winthrop and follows
the river and 3 park that is very

Bubmied pholo
Whistler Canyon Is & popular hiking and horssback trail that
the eocunty helpad to develop with help trom the

Horeemen, U.5. Forest Service and U.5. Bureau of Land
Management.

popuiar. Hopafally the sounty
will be able to expand s trail
system to the benefit of all who
Iive bere and those that visit
Working with the state to add a
bridge to [risenl Island south of
Orrowille would also enhance the
trail system in the area (ther
potential tralls discussed might
go north from Oroville toward
Yeranda Beach Eesort and the
posaibility of construcking a
bridge from Crovilies Velerans
Memorial Park to existing pub-
lic trafle at Sundalie. Anything
that would sttract people to the
community, especially Lrails
that connect direcily with tosm
like the Simllkameen River
Trail, eould be of ¢conomic

F S

benefit.

(i eaiirze, &6 indoar SWIE-
ming pool, a dream of the
Tonasket community, was alao
high on the lat for those who
filled out the online survey, The
top foarr answers wene HiKing
and Walking Tailz, Pleasure
Derivingt Swimming and Picndek-
ing. Farmers Markets also did
well across the county.

The highest aumber of sur-
vevs were felurned from the

Methow, with Oroville second
aoveral Oroville kKids under 18
alss feluened surveys in the
three daya leading np to the
Uroville mesting A skatepark
wia high oo Bhe Orgville kids*
sk, The top Lhree responses
about the neaded facilitics wore
prctty evenly divided belwisen
svature and Interpretive Andas,
and Indocr Pool and Monle Ar-
cas, according Lo Murray. The
recent traffic jam of birders
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trying to get a glimpse of Lhe
Ros=s Gull al Palmeér Lake is
testament Lo the draw that wrild-
life can have o our ared.

Time is rupning short on
yvour abilily (o [l oul & survey,
but there ks silll & lictle time
lefl To make your volea known
and to gulde the county on
how their Iimited recreational
funds should be spent, go Lo the
county’s Webajle: wehsite wars
OKENORERGOURLY. O



Recreation Plan meetings
scheduled around the county

Oroville meeting
Jan. 4, online

survey available

By Gany A, DEYou
Maxacmo Epimor

OEANOGAN - Okanogan
County will hold community
meclings across the county (o
hear from resbdents aboot nec-
roation and gather somments
to update (he 2012 Recreation
Plan,

Thz fest meeting is acheduled
for Oroville at the oty hall on
Wednesday, Jan 4 at 6 pm The

next will be at Winthrop at the
Liberty Bell High School mold-
purpide pomm on Thursday, Jan,
Sak § poo A meeting of Paterog
will be held af the oty hall on
Wedneaday, Jan. 10 at & p.m, and
af the Commisdioners’ Hearing
R {n Okmmetgan he next day,
Thursday, Jam, 1l at 6 p.m.

The county has a commumnity
gurvey available on the county's
webdlte www okanogancounty,
Org.

“As the stato, counties and
cithes face declining budpets it
ia more impartant than ever o
foeus limited funding Loward the
greates benedit to our commaink:
ties. The recreation survey will

Bl o jdenttly noeds and level
of service for existing facilities
amd future needs, said Ted Mur-
ray, Cutdoor Recreation Coord-
pator for Dkanogan County,

The 2010 census has identi-
fled n dramatic increass in tha
oounly's popitlation of résklenls
gges 50 and abdve oo fust ten
years ugo, Al the same Bme the
population mmder 50 has declined
subsiantislly.

“What are the recrastion in-
terests of our aging pepulation®™
asks Murray, who adds the coun-
by is encouraging peoplé to take
the time bo fill put the survey and
share the link with friénds who
tive or recreate in the oounty.




Wednesday, DTE

Meathow Valley News

County holds recreation plan meetings

Okanogan County is up-
dating its recreation plan,
which helps guide planning
and allocation of funding for
activities including hiking and
snowboarding, fishing and
swimming, shooting ranges
and fadlibies for indoor play.

County planners are hold-
tng a series of public mectings
throughout the county to hear
from residents about recreation

meds and preferences and to
gather comments to update the
plan. They hope to complete
the draft of the regreation plan
in February, according to Ted
Murray, senior GIS analyst for
the Okanogan County Flan-
ning Department.

The plan is updated every
six vears and connects with Gty
recreation plans,

There is a link to an on-line

survey on the county’s home
page al wowolmoprnodunhy.
org. Additional survieys will be
available at the meetings.

Themeeting inthe Methow
is Thursday, Jan. 5, at 5 p.m.
in the multi-purpose room
at Liberty Ball High School.
Onher ings are scheduled
in Croville on Jan 4, Pateros
on Jan. 10, and Ckanogan on
Jan. 11.
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Threshold SEPA Determination
Okanogan County Outdoor
Recreation Plan , SEPA 2012-1
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
Okanogan County SEPA Respon-
sible Official has issued a threshold
SEPA Determination of Non-Signifi-
cance (DNS). Ted Murray on behalf
of Okanogan County Department of
Planning submitted an environmental
checklist for the Okanogan County
Outdoor Recreation Plan (OCRP).
This plan supersedes the previous
plan adopted in 2004. The OCRP
applies to the entire County. The
Draft Okanogan County Recreation
Plan is available for review on the
planning web site at www.okanogan-

county.org/planning. A public hearing
before the Board of County Commis-

sioners is set for February 27 @
10:00 am. in the Commissioners
Hearing Room. Comments will be
accepted until February 9th. Informa-
tion about the project is available to
the public upon request. Questions
regarding this application can be di-
rected to Ted Murray, Outdoor Rec-
reation Coordinator, Okanogan
County Office of Planning & Devel-
opment, 123 5th Ave. N, Suite 130,
Okanogan, WA 98840, (509) 422-
7118.

Published in the Okanogan Valley
Gazette-Tribune and Quad City Her-

ald on Jan. 26, 2012.#361150
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
Okanogan County SEPA Respon-
sible Official has issued a threshold
SEPA Determination of Non-Signifi-
cance (DNS). Ted Murray on behalf
of Okanogan County Department of
Planning submitted an environmental
checklist for the Okanogan County
Outdoor Recreation Plan (OCRP).
This plan supersedes the previous
plan adopted in 2004. The OCRP
applies to the entire County. The
Draft Okanogan County Recreation
Plan is available for review on the
planning web site at www.okanogan-

county.org/planning. A public hearing
before the Board of County Commis-

sioners is set for February 27 @
10:00 am. in the Commissioners
Hearing Room. Comments will be
accepted until February 9th. Informa-
tion about the project is available to
the public upon request. Questions
regarding this application can be di-
rected to Ted Murray, Outdoor Rec-
reation Coordinator, Okanogan
County Office of Planning & Devel-
opment, 123 5th Ave. N, Suite 130,
Okanogan, WA 98840, (509) 422-
7118.
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