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SUMVARY

This study and devel opnment plan was initiated in 1989 because
di scussions of trail potential in the Methow Valley with both
residents and visitors to the area indicated that trails of
various types were a very high priority to many individuals.
Accordingly the Methow Vall ey Advisory Conmittee on Trails was
formed by a group of interested individuals to assess the need
for
nore trails, better coordination, and increased fundi ng sources.

The results of the initial neetings indicated that there was
i ncreasi ng demand on existing trails, and that new trails were
needed to better disperse recreational users and to accommbdat e

non-not ori zed transportation by residents. The Conmttee
concluded in studying current and potential uses that it is vital
to the County to have a systemof trails, not only as an anmenity
for residents and visitors but to provide sone organi zed
structure
to devel opnent in those areas under the nost devel opnent
pressure.

It was seen that w thout such a plan the areas under the nost
devel opnment pressure, particularly the Methow Vall ey, would see
grid devel opnent that would change the rural nature of the area,
inhibit the novenent of wildlife, and swall ow up existing open

space.

The Commttee al so concluded during the course of these neetings
that, while the predom nant need was for such a trail system
there m ght also be a demand for other county recreationa
facilities. Accordingly, public neetings were advertised and
hel d, and a survey was circulated to determ ne what other needs
the residents of the Valley perceived. The results of these
meetings and the survey are docunented in the Public
Parti ci pation
section.

This plan is intended to be a conceptual base to provide
structure
for a systemof trails and other recreational facilities and to
address the needs of the various existing and/or potential users
of these facilities. The primary user groups that were
consi dered
inthis plan are: bicyclists, cross-country skiers,
hi ker s/ backpackers, horseback riders, dogsl edders and
snownpbi | ers.
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The information contained within this plan was devel oped at a
series of neetings of the Methow Vall ey Advisory Conmttee on
Trails. The Commttees solicited opinions of interested
i ndi vi dual s and user groups informally in addition to the nore
formal processes of convening public neetings and circulating a
survey. The analysis and recommendations that follow are the
result of this entire process.

The support of this study and the creation of a system of
adequately funded trails are steps that the Advisory Committee
feels will long be renenbered by the residents and visitors to

t he
County. Wth continuing support fromthe County and coordi nation
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with the Forest Service, there is an excellent opportunity to
improve the quality of life for all of the citizens of the Methow
Val | ey.

Met how Val | ey Advisory Commttee on Trails
Okanogan County, Washi ngton
June, 1990

John Hayes
Don Port nman
Jim G egg
Eric Burr
John Sunder! and
Jay Lucas

Page 6



BACKGRCOUND

As tinber harvest |evels in Ckanogan County have decreased, and
agricultural land has increasingly conme under the pressure of
residential devel opnent, nuch of Gkanogan County has begun to
shift to a recreation based econonmy. The U S. Forest Service,

particularly the Twisp and Wnthrop Ranger Districts, are
accordingly recogni zing the opportunities that increased
recreational use in the area provides. The Okanogan Nati onal
Forest Land and Resource Managenent Plan approved in 1990 states,
in pertinent part (Sec. 4-22),

"The Forest will encourage, establish, and sustain a
di verse and bal anced spectrum of quality recreation
opportunities, services, and facilities in
recreation
service partnerships with outdoor recreation and use
groups; other recreation providers; and groups
representing ethnic mnorities, disabled,
econom cal | y di sadvant aged, and youth.™

Okanogan County governnent has al so recogni zed this shift, and
t he
i ncreasi ng residential devel opnent that has acconpani ed the
proposed Early Wnters Resort and Puget Sound Basin econonic
prosperity. The County has passed | and use regul ati ons which
encourage the retention of open space attendant to pl anned
devel opnment (Okanogan County Interim Zoni ng O di nance, Sec.
17.45.000); an adequate trail systemis critical to making this
regi me functional by connecting residential clusters to each
ot her
and to human services.

In the Mazama Area Master Plan, the nost recent addendumto
Okanogan County's Conprehensive Plan, the transportati on and
Circul ation section provides that a pedestrian orientation should
be encouraged, along with alternative nodes such as bicycles and
equestrian (8.1). Mreover, County and State agencies are
exhorted in the Inplenentation Strategy (8.3) to coordinate their
activities wwth the coomunity, and area residents are encouraged
to help adm nister and fund trail systens in coordination with
t he
County and ot her appropriate agencies.
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To this end the Methow Institute Foundation was formed as a non-
profit charitable organization in the fall of 1989. The
Foundation has acquired letters of intent to donate |and for
ri ght
of way alignnments from property owners between Wnthrop and
Mazama, pending final determ nation of charitable status for the
organi zati on. Over seventy such conm tnents have been obtai ned,
including all of those necessary for continuous routes between
W nt hrop, Sun Mountai n and Mazana.

The bi ke path/ski trail/equestrian trial system begun by the

Met how I nstitute Foundation is a recreational anenity and an
alternative nethod of transportation that will be a major
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enhancenment to the County in the future. The devel opnent of
t hese
and other County Trail facilities will require infrastructure
devel opnment in the form of surveying, clearing, |eveling and
seeding. Private tax-deductible contributions will be solicited,

and grant applications will be submtted to pay for such
devel opnment costs. Rights of way to connect all popul ation
centers and provide good through routes will be sought for

dedication to the county or public benefit organizations such as
the Methow I nstitute Foundati on.

VWhile the formati on of this Foundation and the begi nning of the

Met how Val l ey Community Trail System provided nuch of the inpetus

for this plan, it was conceived and created as a conceptual tool
to help the County as a whole with recreation planning,

coordination, and funding. It is hoped that the devel opnent of
this plan will help foster recreational devel opnent in other
ar eas

of the County, and inspire individuals and communities to form
their own organi zations for this purpose.
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PURPOSE

The purpose of this Recreation Plan are to 1) provide a
concept ual
framewor k and operative facts necessary to create recreational
opportunities in the Methow Valley; 2) identify the current needs
of the Methow Valley for trails and other recreational
facilities;

3) encourage the devel opnent of facilities that will nake non-
vehi cul ar travel in the Methow Valley possible; and 4) establish
eligibility for grant-in-aid assistance fromthe | AC and ot her
fundi ng agenci es.

Peopl e continue to live, nove to, and visit areas |ike the Methow
Val | ey because of the high quality of life to be enjoyed in such
areas. The systemof trails contenplated by this Plan wl|
provide recreational facilities, facilitate alternative nethods
of
| ocal transportation, and provide opportunities for physical
devel opnment for residents and visitors alike. Having these
facilities readily avail able, and easily found and accessed by
t he
public, will provide an opportunity for themto include hiking,
bi ki ng, skiing, jogging and running into their daily schedul es.
This will inprove both the physical and nental health of those
who
t ake advantage of the facilities provided.
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GOALS

The follow ng are the goals and objectives which will be net by
t he successful conpletion of projects which are undertaken
pursuant to this Plan. Many of these goals and objectives in
turn
i npl enent parts of Okanogan County's existing Conprehensive Pl an,
specifically Mazama Area Master Plan, the nost recent addendumto
Okanogan County's Conprehensive Pl an.

Goal No. 1: Encourage recreational opportunities that will serve
both residents and recreational visitors to the Methow Vall ey.

Qbj ective No. 1: To provide trail facilities for year-round
recreation, including walking, hiking, bicycling, horseback
riding
and skiing in the Methow Valley. Recreational use in the Methow
Val l ey has increased dramatically in recent years by both
residents and visitors alike. As is noted in the Demands and
Needs section of this application, this increased pressure on
existing trails requires an expansion of the trail systemin the
area to accommodate this increased demand and maintain the
experi ence of the user.

hj ective No. 2: To provide trails that will allow users with
al |

| evel s of experience and physical ability to enjoy the out of

doors and grow in their experience. Senior citizens and those
with physical infirmties would benefit fromthe proposed project

by the addition of trails in natural areas that are easily

accessi ble for persons of all physical abilities. Wile many of

the trails on adjacent Forest Service |and are appropriate for

younger and nore physically fit users, those trails may not be
appropriate for older visitors and residents, or those with sone

physi cal disability.

hj ective No. 3: To provide support facilities for the trails in
the form of adequate signage, benches and warm ng huts to enhance
t he experience of trail users.

Goal No. 2: To effectively utilize all trail facilities in the
Met how Val | ey.

oj ective No. 1: To coordinate planning and construction with
t he
United State Forest Service. A relationship has already been
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established with the recreation planners in the U S. Forest
Service office, Wnthrop Ranger District, in Wnthrop,
Washi ngt on.

oj ective No. 2: To utilize the resources of local outfitters
and
the Methow Vall ey Ski Touring Associati on whenever possible to
assi st in the nmaintenance and operation of the trail system

Qbj ective No. 3: To provide adequate information to users and
potential users of the trail system This includes dissem nation
of information at trail heads, |odges and inns, and | ocal
i nformation centers.
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Goal No. 3: To encourage non-vehicular travel in the Methow
Val | ey.

Qbj ective No. 1: To encourage pedestrian, bicycle and equestrian

travel between popul ation clusters, resort areas, towns and ot her

recreational areas by providing trail alignments that make such
travel possible.

oj ective No. 2: To coordinate trail plans with residenti al
devel opers in order to connect residential clusters to each other
and to service centers in a neaningful fashion.

Goal No. 4: To utilize volunteer help and the resources of
| ocal ,
non-profit organizations to inplenent trail projects.

Qbj ective No. 1: To maintain an organi zation to oversee the
funding and inplenentation of trail projects. A non-profit
corporation, the Methow Institute Foundation, has already been
formed for this purpose. The Board of Directors of the
Foundat i on
is conprised of |ocal individuals, including the Forest Service
Pl anner, who have interest and expertise in trail construction,
mai nt enance and operati on.

oj ective No. 2: To seek innovative ways to fund trail projects
t hrough revenues fromtourism This includes portions of the
County hotel/notel tax, or a simlar bed tax for the service area
of the trail system

oj ective No. 3: Structure trail construction and nai ntenance
projects so that |ocal beneficiaries such as inns and | odges can
see the benefit fromparticipating in the construction and
mai nt enance of adjacent trail segnents.
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DESCRI PTI ON OF THE PLANNI NG AREA

The planning area lies north and west of the Town of Carlton,
Washi ngton, which is located in the North-Central part of the
State of Washington, in the scenic Methow Vall ey.

This area is part of the Upper Colunbia Region of the State,
whi ch
is the |argest area of the 13 designated economc regions in
Washi ngton. The Upper Col unbi a Regi on enconpasses in area of
approxi mately 10,050 square mles, including the three counties
of
Chel an, Dougl as and Okanogan.

Okanogan County had a popul ation of 31,470 in 1986, as conpared
wth 25,520 in 1960. This represents a popul ation increase of
just under 23 percent from 1960. The majority of this population
increase was due to mgration into the county and natural
i ncrease
of births over deaths.

A large part of the total |and area in Ckanogan County lies

within
t he boundaries of the Okanogan National Forest. This is
refl ected
by the relatively sparse popul ation of the county (.6 per square
mile).

The county econony is related primarily to agriculture (cattle
ranching and other farmprojects), forest products and tourism

Construction work al so contributes to the county econony;
however,
t he nunber of jobs varies considerably, depending on construction
and ot her m scell aneous building activity.

Tourismand recreation are expanding at an ever-increasing rate
and have becone the nost inportant economc factor in the econony
of Ckanogan County. Although a najor part of the econony in
earlier years, mning contributes little to the area's econony
today. However, sone exploration of copper, primarily, along
with
geot hermal sources, is currently being done and coul d be expanded
possibly in the future.

The Methow Valley is the corridor for State H ghway 20, which is
commonly known as the North Cascades Hi ghway between Interstate
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H ghway 5 on the West and the Mazama- W nt hrop- Twi sp area on the
east .

Thi s hi ghway was officially opened to the public in Septenber of

1972 after a search of over 50 years for a route across the North

Cascade Mountain Range. This highway traverses sone of the nost

rugged and scenic terrain in Washington, including | and | ocated
wi thin the boundaries of the North Cascades National Park.

The opening of this highway created a major increase in
recreational use of the park, including canpgrounds |ocated on or
near the hi ghway and ot her recreational uses. The highway is
generally closed in the winter nonths from approxi mately m d-
Novenber to mid-April because of heavy snowfall. The | ength of
closure is, of course, dependent on annual climatic conditions.
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Approxi mate driving tinme by autonobile from Seattle, which is
| ocat ed approximately 202 m | es sout hwest of Wnthrop, is 4 hours
when the North Cascades Hi ghway is open. This conpares with
approximately 4 hours 15 minutes from Vancouver B.C., which is
| ocat ed approximately 225 m | es northwest of Wnthrop.

When the North Cascade H ghway is closed, a nobre circuitous route
is necessary via State Hi ghway 2, east from Everett to connecting
hi ghways north of Wenatchee. Driving tine from Seattle via this
year-round route is approximately 5 hours. This route also | eads
t hrough sone of Washington's nost scenic area, including the
St evens Pass area and the Cascade Loop.

The Met how Vall ey has one of the finest clinates in the State,
i ncl udi ng abundant sunshi ne year-round, |ow rainfall and
i nvigorating four-season climate. The general area enconpasses
primarily cattle ranches and farnms, with several small towns and
comunities in the | ower area, surrounded by National Forest
| ands. The area is attracting many new visitors each year
because
of its near perfect climte. Sone of these recreational
facilities include prinme hunting and fishing, along with 150 km
(90+ mles) of machi ne groonmed cross-country ski trails, heli-
skiing, snownobiling, canping, hiking, rock clinbing, boating,
river rafting, and general relaxation in a western atnosphere.

Bi g gane species include Mil e deer, Wiitetail deer, Muntain
Goats, Black Bear, California Big Horn Sheep and a few npose.

Sone of the fish included in the streans and | akes in the area
i ncl ude Rai nbow trout, Eastern Brook trout, Cutthroat trout,
Dol l'y
Varen trout, Chinook salnon and Steel head. A large part of the
trout are hatchery reared planted fish

Ganme birds include ducks, Blue grouse, Ruffle grouse, Ptarm gan
and Chukars.

The area was originally opened for settlenent by the Federal
government in 1887 with mning and ranching being the primary
econom c factors in the early days. Subsequently, tinber
products
becanme an inportant part of the |ocal econony. Cattle ranching
and farmng, along with the tinber products industry, have been
joined by recreation and tourismas the mainstays of the | ocal
econony.

Maj or enpl oynent sources in the Mazama- W nt hrop- Twi sp area are
simlar to those for the county in general, including
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agriculture,
| oggi ng, recreation and tourism All of these industries have
been historically cyclical in nature, with substantial enploynent
drops during the winter nonths. This has changed dramatically in
the Methow Valley particularly due to the extensive devel opnent
and pronotion of cross country skiing, snownobiling and ot her
Wi nter activities. Tourist orientated business in the Mthow
(1 odges, restaurants and shops) have successfully tailored their
business to attract the cross country skiers, nmountain
bi cycli sts,
back packers, back country horesenen and nature hi kers. The
Met how Val | ey Ski Touring Association currently groons 150+
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kil ometers (90+ mles) of contiguous trails, supporting its
mai nt enance and operation by the sale of trail passes during the
w nter nonths.

Various individuals and groups are involved in the pronotion of

Wi nter recreation in the Methow Vall ey, including The United

St ates Forest Service (Co-sponsor of the proposed community
trail), owners of |odges, Methow Marketing, Chanber of Comrerce,

W nter sports groups such as Methow Valley Wnters Sports
Counci |,

Paci fic Northwest Muntaineering Cub, Friends of the Methow,

Met how Val | ey Ski Touring Association, |ocal snownbile clubs and
i ndi vi dual | ocal busi nessnen.
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PUBLI C PARTI Cl PATI ON

The devel opnent of the Methow Review District Conprehensive
Recreation Plan was undertaken by a group of concerned | ocal
citizens in the fall of 1989 at the request of the Ckanogan
County
Comm ssi oners because of the |lack of available County funds to do
so. The Methow Vall ey Advisory Conmttee on Trails was forned
fromthis group of citizens and neetings were held periodically
through the winter of 1989. During this process it becane
increasingly clear that one of the central recreational needs of
the nethow Valley was a valley floor trail that not only provided
a recreation anenity in and of itself, but also |inked the
exi sting network of Forest Service and MWSTA trails to each ot her
and provided a connective |link between existing communities,
resorts, and small inns.

Qpi ni ons of other individuals who are active in outdoor
recreational pursuits in the Valley were solicited by the
Comm ttee nmenbers. Many of these people contributed their ideas
both informally to commttee nenbers and during neetings of the
advisory commttee. As a result of their participation,
additional possibilities for trail alignnments were discovered,
commtrments for materials and | abor for trail construction were
procured, and limtations of existing facilities becane nore
clearly defined. One of the |ocal packing outfitters expressed
concerns that there were not enough trails avail abl e where
hunt i ng
was prohibited, and he feared pressure to close areas where he
had
canps because of conflicts between his clients and ot her users
during hunting season.

When the Plan finally began to take shape in early sumer of
1990,

a community neeting was held at the Wnthrop Auditorium This
June 24th neeting was advertised in the | ocal newspaper and by
t he
pl acenent of posters throughout the Valley where interested
i ndividuals were likely to see them including |ocal outdoor
shops, libraries, and community centers. (See Appendix B). One
of the nost inportant comments fromthat neeting that was
eventually incorporated into the plan was the need for warm ng
huts and benches along trails as an inportant addition to the
quality of the experience.
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Just prior to the June 24 neeting, letters soliciting
participation of representatives of user groups identified in the
plan were mailed, along with text fromthe Uses/ Needs sections
applicable to that user group. The concerns and user needs that
were expressed in response to these nmailings have been integrated
into the Plan docunent. Principal anong these were the need for
single tract trail alignnments in the valley that woul d connect
other single tract trails in the National Forest and the need to
i nsure connections to popul ation centers so that people would not
need to haul their bikes to trailheads in their cars.

To ensure that the Recreation Plan had adequate public input, and
that no significant recreational needs had been omtted fromthe
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pl an, anot her public neeting was advertised and held in the
W nt hrop Barn on August 15, 1990. (See Appendix B). Conments
fromthe public at that neeting were centered al nost exclusively
on the need for a valley floor trial system and adequate support
facilities and parking for such a system

Additionally, a survey to assess recreational needs was
circul ated
to assess the recreational needs and demands of Methow Vall ey
residents and visitors. Notice of the survey was published in
t he
| ocal paper on two separate occasions (See Appendi x B), and the
survey was circul ated at the August 15 Public Meeting. The
survey
was available at the Wnthrop Library, Wnthrop I nformation
Center, Twisp Library, outdoor equipnent retailers, and the
Wnthrop and Twi sp Forest Service offices.

Exactly one hundred surveys were conpleted. The results of the
survey indicated that the overwhel mi ng preference for County
Recreational facilities in the Methow Valley is for trails of
vari ous types. Seventy-nine percent (79% of the preference

points were allocated to trails. Oher significant findings of

the survey were that 1) forty six percent (46% of the
respondents

i ndi cated that sonme of their favorite recreational opportunities
had been |l ost to private |and devel opnent or closure, or that

such
| o0ss was i mm nent; 2) seventy-eight percent (78% of the

respondents agreed that the county shoul d encourage devel opers of
| ar ge devel opnents to incorporate recreation anenities into those

devel opnents; and finally, 3) fifty-nine percent (59% of the
respondents indicated that they would be willing to volunteer 1-2

days per year to work on recreation projects for which partial

fundi ng had been obt ai ned.
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The specific results of the survey are as follows:

(Note: 1st preference given 3 points, 2nd preference given 2
points, 3rd preference given 1 point; responses given 2 points
each if not rank ordered.)

1. What kinds of recreational facilities do you think are
i nportant for Ckanogan County to support in the Methow
Valley? (circle up to three, indicate preference 1-2-3)

1. Wal king Trails 153 pts. 26%
2. Skiing Trails 137 pts. 23%
3. Mountain Biking Trails 73 pts. 12%
4, Bicycling Trails 50 pts. 8%
5. Hor seback Riding Trails 48 pts. 8%
6. Par ks 41 pts. 7%
7. Snownobi | e Sno- par ks 21 pts. 4%
8. | ce Skati ng 13 pts. 2%
9. Pool s 13 pts. 2%
10. Dog Sledding Trails 12 pts. 2%
11. Tennis Courts 8 pts. 1%
12. ol f Course 6 pts. 1%
13. Music Facilities 6 pts. 1%
14. Roller Rink 5 pts. 1%
15. Sports Fields 3 pts. 1%
16. Rodeo Arenas 1 pt. 0%
17. Vel odrones 0 pts. 0%
18. Skateboarding Hlls 0 pts. 0%
2. Do you think the county's support of recreational

facilities
in the Methow Vall ey has been:

A Excel | ent 2 2%
B. Good 18 18%
C. Fair 30 30%
D. Poor 39 39%
No Answer 11 11%
3. Are you a full tine resident, part tine resident, or
vi si tor
to the Methow Val |l ey?
A. Ful I Ti me Resident 64 64%
B. Part Ti ne Resident 12 12%
C. Vi sitor 23 23%
No Answer 1 1%
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Where do you live in the Valley? (If you are a visitor,
where are you staying?)

A W nt hrop area 40 40%
B. Tw sp area 16 16%
C Mazama ar ea 34 34%
D. Carlton area 2 2%

O her or No Answer 8 8%
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How cl ose to your hone or | odging would a recreational
facility have to be for you to incorporate its use into
your
dai ly schedul e?

A One quarter mle 4 4%
B. One half mile 6 6%
C. One mle 5 5%
D. Two mles 11 11%
E. More than two mles OK 71 71%
O her or no answer 3 3%
6. Have you | ost any of your favorite recreational

opportunities (including skiing, walking, or biking trails)
to private |and devel opnment or cl osure?

A Yes 28 28%
B. No 51 51%
C Loss is i nmm nent 18 28%

O her or no answer 3 3%

Do you feel that the county shoul d encourage devel opers,
through restrictions and devel opnent incentives, to
i ncorporate recreational anenities into | arge devel opnents?

A Agree strongly 56 56%
B. Agr ee sonewhat 23 23%
C. D sagree sonewhat 4 4%
D. Di sagree strongly 10 10%
E. No opi ni on 3 3%

O her or no answer 4 4%

How many tinmes during the past two years have you wal ked,
hi ked, bi ked, or skied on trails in the Methow Valley?

A Once 9 9%
B. Two or three tines 8 8%
C. Four to ten tines 10 10%
D. More than ten tines 72 2%

O her or no answer 1 1%

Besi des contributions and grants, how do you think the
county should pay for recreational facilities in the Methow
Vall ey? (Indicate preference 1-2-3)
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Conbi nation of fees & taxes
Fees for all users
Taxes on tourists

(bed or neal
Tourist fees only
Taxes on residents
Taxes on new devel opnent

(wite-in)
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pts.
pts.
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10. Wul d you be willing to volunteer tinme to work on
recreation
projects for which partial funding has been obtai ned? (per

year)

A 1-2 hours 4 4%
B. 3-4 hours 4 4%
C. 5-6 hours 10 10%
D. 1- 2 days 59 59%
E. Uw lling to contribute tine 16 16%

No Answer 7 7%

11. What is your age?

A Under 18 0 0%
B. 18- 30 17 17%
C. 30- 45 58 58%
D. 45- 60 16 16%
E. Over 60 9 9%
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USES, DEMANDS AND NEEDS

This plan enconpasses a variety of trail-related activities.
Thi s
focus results fromthe public input process, where it was
di scovered that trail facilities were overwhel m ngly the highest
priority of residents and visitors to the Methow Vall ey.
Al t hough
the Forest Service provides nany trails in the area, none are on
the valley floor with gentle terrain, and none provide the kind
of
connective link to existing trails that this plan contenpl ates.

The fact that the proposed valley trail systemw || provide a
flatter or gently rolling trail grade will appeal to a |large
sector of the public. Physically inpaired individuals wll enjoy
the easier grades of the surfaced | ower elevation trail.

Al t hough
the trail will be in a spectacular natural setting, the actual
trail will be wde, surfaced, and easy to find and use which is
i deal for those are physically inpaired.

Most of the other lower priority needs expressed by residents at
the public neetings and by respondents to the survey are
currently
bei ng served by entities other than Ckanogan County; expansion of
those facilities nakes the nost sense in addressing unnet need.
The Forest Service currently provides the public wth canp
grounds
and picnic areas. Towns in the Methow Valley provi de ot her
comunity centered recreational facilities. There is a pool in

Twi sp, a band shell in Wnthrop, and both conmunities have parKks,
ballfields, and tennis courts. Boating and Fishing area
avai |l abl e

on a nunber of local |akes with access provided by the WAshi ngt on
State Departnent of Wldlife. Pearrygin Lake State Park is
| ocated just north of Wnthrop. There is a rodeo arena near
Wnthrop as well as a golf course at Bear Creek, wth two other
private golf courses in the planning stage.

Each trail related activity addressed in this section has it own
specific requirenments and therefore will be discussed separately.
The nature of the experience, the conditions that woul d enhance
t he experience, conflicts and hazards, current use and projected
growt h, econom c inpacts, facilities in place, and facilities
t hat
are needed, will all be discussed with a view towards determ ning
the direction that should be taken to create trail systens and
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ot her recreational anmenities for visitors to, and residents of,
the Methow Valley. The primary activities that are addressed
are:

Mount ai n Bi ki ng
Road Bi cycling
Cross Country Skiing
Ski Touri ng
Hi ki ng and \Wal ki ng
Hor seback Ri di ng
Snownobi | i ng
Dogsl eddi ng
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MOUNTAI N Bl KI NG

THE EXPERI ENCE: Mbst new bi kes purchased in the County and bikes
brought in by tourists are now nountain bikes. Part of the
appeal
of this type of bicycle is the upright riding position and high
| evel of stability, but the biggest appeal is the ability of
t hese
bi kes to go on nore than paved surfaces. Logging roads, jeep
roads, ORV trails, hiking trails and cowtrails are all fun to
ride on a nountain bike. Mst nountain cyclists prefer snpoth
single-track trail. Many local residents cycle roads and trails
t hroughout the County. Many tourists visiting the area are
| ooking for places to ride their nountain bikes, since they have
few of f - paved-road opportunities in their hone/city environnent.
Peopl e ride for physical fitness, scenic beauty and the feeling
of
fun and freedom

EXPERI ENCE ENHANCEMENTS: Scenic views and a variety of terrain.

CONFLI CTS AND HAZARDS: There is a possibility of conflict
bet ween
bi kes and horses on the sanme trail. Horses are sonetines
startled
by nountain bikes. There is also a possibility of conflicts with
hi kers and joggers if use on sone trails is high enough.

CURRENT USE AND PRQJECTED GROMH: 1989's nountain bike festival

drew over 250 participants. Over 80% of bikes sold in 1989 were
nmountain bikes with well over a mllion sold in the US. there

are now five nountain bike rental operations in the Methow
Val | ey.

No new nunbers are available, but the increase in riders on the
trails and nmountain bikes on the roof racks of cars in town is
noticeable. The growth of this sport is expected to continue.

ECONOM C | MPACT: The Methow Val l ey has a reputation for being
one
of the best nountain biking areas in the State, yet the
facilities
for single track riding are very limted. Wth the devel opnent
of
a Valley floor trail connecting Mazana to Wnthrop, this
reputation won't fade and nountain bicyclists will have a
significantly positive inpact on the Methow Valley. Oten the
best riding is in the spring and fall just when other tourist
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activities are slack. The 1989 Methow Mountain Bi ke Festi val
dr ew
over 250 participants in October who stayed fromtwo to four days
and bought | odging, gas, food and souvenirs.

FACILITIES IN PLACE: The Wnthrop District of the Ckanogan
Nati onal Forest has identified forty-one nountain bi ke routes,
nostly on | ogging roads and often a |ong distance fromthe towns
and comrercial centers. There are also a nunber of bike routes
on
the Twi sp Ranger District. Mst of the MVSTA ski trails are open
to mountain bikes with the nost use occurring on the Sun Muntain
Trails. Few of these routes are single-track trails and few are
suitable for novice riders. A Valley floor trail would be easy
to
ride and usable by a wi de range of people. There are |arge bike
route maps displayed at the Wnthrop Mouuntain Sports Store and at
the Virginian Motel in Wnthrop. The Forest Service has produced
a guide and map of the area.
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FACI LI TI ES NEEDED: The nost inportant facility for nountain
bi kers are single-track trails. Mre single-track trails are
needed close to the major towns and near the Valley floor. The
trails should connect popul ation centers, resort areas, and
especially scenic areas. In the Methow Valley there is ideal
terrain in the State Wldlife areas and on private |ands. These
trails should be two feet wide, snooth and have grades no steeper
than 20% Signing and mapping is inportant. Marking
intersections is crucial, since it is a difficulty to stop and
pull out a map at each intersection. Many out-of-area cyclists
woul d | i ke canpgrounds adjacent to good riding areas and al
riders would |ike small picnic facilities at scenic spots al ong
the trails. It's also inportant to have the ability to maintain
the routes by renoving down trees, rocks, etc.

ROAD BI CYCLI NG

THE EXPERI ENCE: Road bicycles or "ten speeds"” are designed for
efficient riding on paved surfaces. These bikes are
characterizes
by drop handl e bars and skinny tires. Road riders are | ooking

for
snoot h, scenic and lightly used roads and bi ke paths. Many
peopl e
still tour by bicycle. R des range froma quick spin around the

block to a trans-continential trek. Many |ong distance tourers
canp as they go, but nore and nore cyclists are traveling |ight
and staying at inns and | odges. People ride for health and
fitness, to see the country and sonetines to commute to work or
school. If we want to develop and continue to build a reputation
of being a scenic, friendly, courteous resort area with quality
facilities, then we should consider the bicyclist who cones
t hrough or spends a few days in our County.

EXPERI ENCE ENHANCEMENTS: Scenic views, variety of terrain, and
light traffic.

CONFLI CTS AND HAZARDS: Vehicular traffic is the najor hazard to
cyclists. A possible conflict with wal kers and joggers on paved
bi cycl e paths could occur.

CURRENT USE AND PRQJIECTED GROMH:  Bi kecentennial, a nationa
non-
profit bicycle touring organi zati on, designates the North Cascade
H ghway as the start/finish of their northern trans-conti nental
route. Oher commercial bike touring groups pass through on Rt.
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#20 doing various routes in the Northwest. Sone Puget Sound bike
cl ubs do the Cascade Loop annually. Although nountain bikes are
out selling road bikes, the bicycle touring vacation industry is
growing strongly with nost trips using road bi kes on paved roads.
Special rides to raise noney or otherwise are on the rise. The
annual STP (Seattle to Portland) drew over 5,000 cyclists | ast
sumer .

ECONOM C | MPACT:  Bicycle tourists do contribute to our tourist

econony and should not be left out. Bicyclists will not buy nuch
gas in kanogan County, but they will buy food and | odgi ng and
not

use up parking places or add to air pollution.
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FACILITIES IN PLACE: There are a nunber of very attractive |oops
in the Methow Review District. Mst paved roads nake excel | ent
ri ding when not heavily used by cars and trucks. Unfortunately,
SR20 has too much traffic to be safe and enjoyable. SR20 is al so
the only route available to cyclists between Wnthrop and Mazana.
An alternative bike route in the upper valley wuld all ow safe
and
pl easurabl e riding throughout the Methow Vall ey.

FACI LI TI ES NEEDED: Car and truck traffic is the major detrinent
to road riding. Separate bi ke paths would be ideal. Signs
directing cyclist to less travel ed routes woul d direct
out - of - area
cyclists away fromheavy traffic. Were that is not possible,
wi de road shoul ders and warning signs to notorists would hel p.

CROSS COUNTRY SKI I NG

THE EXPERI ENCE: Cross country skiing refers to skiing on ground
trails, either skating or the traditional diagonal stride. Most
trails are groonmed with expensive and sophisticated snow cats
maki ng a snooth consistent platform8 to 12 feet wide with one or
nore set of nolder tracks, tracks for the diagonal technique and
a
snooth | ane for skating. This type of nordic skiing is the nost
popular in the U S. Because of the constant quality of these
grooned trails, many people of differing skill |evel can have an
enj oyabl e and safe ski outing.

EXPERI ENCE ENHANCEMENTS: Scenic views, variety of terrain,
vari ety of vegetation, good snow, and a variety of trail |engths
and | oops.

CONFLI CTS AND HAZARDS: Since a great deal of time, noney and
effort is spent to groomtrails, anything that destroys this is a
conflict. Things that can ruin trails are: snowrbiles, pets,
| i vestock, 4-wheel drive vehicles and even wal kers.

CURRENT USE AND PRQIECTED GROMH  The Methow Valley is well
known
t hroughout the U S. and Canada as a top quality cross country
skier destination. There were between 18,000 and 19, 000 ski er
days on the WSTA trails in the 89-90 season. The Okanogan
Nor di ¢
Cl ub groons sone trails at Loup Loup Summit and Loup Loup Ski
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Bow
does the sanme. These areas probably see 3,000 skier days. Skier
use has increased each year by 18% 20% for the past five years on
the MWSTA trails. The growth nationally at comrercial cross
country ski areas is at about 10% Wth increases in avail able
| odgi ng and the popul ation increase in the Puget Sound Area,
MSTA
trail use should increase even nore than at it's present rate.
| f
the Early Wnters Resort goes in, cross country skier days could
i ncrease over 100% Many skiers wish to ski to a destination, or
fromtown to town or inn to inn. The huts in the Rendezvous area
operated by Rendevous Qutfitters are a popul ar destination. The
trail from Sun Mountain to Wnthrop is also used often.
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ECONOM C | MPACTS: Before the Methow Vall ey Ski Touring
Associ ati on was fornmed and organi zed and grooned ski trails were
avai lable in the Methow Vall ey, there was al nost no w nter
econony
in the Valley. Cross country skiing is now the major economc
generator in the winter nonths. Sone inns and | odges do nore
W nter business than summer trade. Sun Mountain Lodge, just
renovated at a cost of 22 mllion dollars, wll depend on cross
country skiing for its winter business. Coss country skiing
spreads tourist dollars up and down the Vall ey and encourages
small inns and bed and breakfasts. To be successful, Early
Wnters wll have to have a quality cross country ski option
avai lable to its guests.

FACILITIES IN PLACE: The Methow Valley Ski Touring Association
groons trails in three different areas: Sun Muntain, Mazang,
and
Rendezvous. This equals close to 150 km of grooned trail and
makes the MVSTA system one of the largest in the country. These

trails can be accessed froma nunber of |ocations. Sone trai
heads are primtive with nothing nore than a trail head sign,
while others are at full service resorts. The trails in the
Mazanma area and the Rendezvous area interconnect and Sun Mountain
is connected to Wnthrop via grooned trails. MWSTA signs all the
trails by nane and difficulty, provides toilets at sone trai
heads, produces trail maps and patrols the trails, as well as
groom ng them

FACI LI TIES NEEDED: The missing link is the connection from
Mazama
to Sun Mountain. Mst winter visitors stay two nights or |ess.
Wth the ability to ski frominn to inn, visitors will stay
| onger. Sone parts of the trail from Sun Mountain to Wnthrop
are
i n danger of being lost to hone devel opnent. The acquisition of
per mmnent easenents of the trail throughout the Methow Valley are
critical to the continuation of MVSTA' s outstanding trail system
and the winter tourist business that goes with it. Increased
parking is al so needed. Sun Muntain has hel ped, along with the
Forest Service, to develop a day skier parking area near Sun
Mountain. The parking area still needs toilets and a snal
warm ng hut. Sonme of the parking areas |ike Cub Creek and North
Cascade Basecanp are too small and need expansion. Mny of the
M/STA trails need summer work to allow groomng with m nimal snow
cover.

MVSTA has no | egal easenents on nmuch of the trail systemand is
| osi ng sone inportant trail connections due to | and bei ng broken
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up and sold. The Methow Community Trail System wth its deeded
easenents, wll provide nuch needed stability to the MVSTA
oper ati ons.

SKI_TOURI NG

THE EXPERI ENCE: This type of skiing is done away from devel oped
ski areas. A variety of equipnent is used ranging from
i ghtwei ght sinple gear to highly sophisticated nountai neering
skis, boots and bindings. Some ski tourers are seeking a quiet,
gentle outing, while others are | ooking for exciting downhil
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runs. |In nost cases, the snowis init's natural, ungrooned
state, although occasionally ski tourers follow other ski tracks
or snownobil e tracks.

EXPERI ENCE ENHANCEMENTS: Good snow, scenic views, and gentle or
steep (depending on skill level), open terrain.

CONFLI CTS AND HAZARDS: (Qccasionally skiers not yielding to
snownpbi |l es on snowbile trails could result in conflicts.
There
is an aval anche hazard on many sl opes.

CURRENT USE AND PRQIECTED GROMH: The two best seasons for sk

touring in the Methow valley are winter and spring. In recent

years |ight snow packs have made |l ow | and ski touring limted.

I n
winter it is difficult to gain access to the high country,

al t hough a nunber of |ocal skiers have purchased snowrobil es and
use themto get to higher elevation skiing. |In spring, when the
Nort h Cascade Hi ghway opens, the area around WAshi ngton pass gets

| ots of use with 3 to 4 parties on week days and 20 or nore on
weekends. This season goes frommd-April until June or |ater.
The Northwest has been showing a growh in ski touring equipnent
sal es, especially ski mountaineering gear. This growh rate is

not as nmuch as cross county skiing on grooned trails.

ECONOM C | MPACT: Ski touring is enjoyed by locals and tourists.
There is sonme sales of ski gear locally and the tourist do
contribute to our tourist econony, especially in the spring.

FACILITIES IN PLACE: There are a nunber of small turn-outs and
par ki ng areas that can give access to ski touring areas. Loup
Loup Summt, the Methow WIldlife ranges, and the end of the
pl owi ng on H ghway # 20 in Mazana are the npbst used. Sone
tourers
al so gain access to high country via helicopter. In the spring,
while plowing of the North Cascade H ghway is in progress, skiers

can often park at the Silver Star Gate.

FACI LI TI ES NEEDED: Spring access to high country is the biggest
problem Having another gate at Cutthroat Creek could all ow
earlier access to good touring in the Cutthroat Lake area. The
devel opnent of high country huts and hostels could make the | ong
haul up out of the valley worth it. There are a nunber of superb
sites available for such devel opnent.

H KI NG AND WALKI NG

Page 40



THE EXPERI ENCE: Anything froma short wal k near residential
ar eas
to an extended hi ke or clinb of a backcountry peak. Sone peopl e
wal k for daily exercise, sonme for an opportunity to viewthe
nat ural surroundings and others for a nulti-day vacation. In
many
cases, hikers are seeking solitude. Another aspect of hiking is
interpretive trails.

EXPERI ENCE ENHANCEMENTS: Scenic views, variety of terrain,

variety of vegetation, wldlife, historic sights, access to
fishing, access to peaks, and interpretive signs.
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CONFLI CTS AND HAZARDS: Motorized use is a conflict to nost
hi ker s

because of the vehicles speed, noise and snell. To a |esser

degree, nountain bikes are a conflict because of their speed.

Horses are also a conflict due to size, trail damage (dust,

trenching, multiple lanes, etc.) and snell. 1In sone cases, even
heavy hi ker use is a conflict. Segregation of trails then
becones

a matter of the volunme of use. Hazards consist of poor trai
mar ki ng and unstable trail tread.

CURRENT USE AND PRQIECTED GROMH  Most research shows wal ki ng as
a mgjor and energi ng Anerican recreational pastinme. One survey
in
St eanboat, Col orado, found wi nter guests said they would return
for hiking and sightseeing in the summer above all other
activities. Sun Muwuntain Lodge, in an evaluation of it's sunmer
recreational activities, found trails to be the nost inportant,
with wal king the primary use, followed by horesback riding then
nountain biking. Currently, there are interpretive trails at Sun
Mount ai n, North Cascades Basecanp, and Mazama Country | nn
Washi ngton State has a very | arge popul ation of hikers with one
of
t he | ongest Vol ksmarch associations in the country. There is a
statew de demand for early and | ate season hiking. Low |and
trails in Gkanogan County are often snow free fromlate March to
M d- Novenber. Many of these trails have world class scenery, yet
remai n unused due to | ack of organization and day connections.
The Methow Vall ey al so has the opportunity to provide inn to inn
wal ks over easy terrain.

ECONOM C | MPACT: Hi kers contribute to the tourist econony |ike
any other group. Many backpackers spend a night in a |ocal |odge
before or after their backcountry experience. The North Cascade
Basecanp reports an increase in famlies staying at their place
and using it as a base for day hikes in the area. Sun Muntain
has seen an increase in wal king and use of it's interpretive
trail. Taulk Tours, North Cascade Institute, and the El der
Host el
program all use wal ks as a najor part of their programat Sun
Mountain. The potential exists for significant shoul der season
touri smthrough organized inn to inn hikes. The spring
wi | df | owers backed up by snow covered peaks, nakes for ideal
hi ki ng conditions that would have national appeal. Wrld w de
wal king tours is a growi ng tourist industry.
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FACILITIES I N PLACE: The Okanogan National Forest provides nany
mles of prime hiking trails - sone of the best in the world.
These trails access the Pasayten WI derness, the Sawt oot h/ Lake

Chel an Wl derness, the Pacific Crest Trail, and the North Cascade

Nati onal Park. But alnost all of these trails are at high

el evation with a short snowfree season. Sun Muntain Lodge,

Nort h Cascade Basecanp, and the Mazama Country Inn all have
access

to trails at lower elevations. But these trails are limted and
do not connect to each other or to the higher elevation trails.
The Methow W1 dlife Ranges have excellent hiking opportunities,
nostly on two tracker roads. The Methow Valley floor has the
potential for superb hiking in terns of terrain and scenery.
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FACI LI TIES NEEDED. Mre low land trails are a priority.
Organi zation of the Methow Wl dlife Range's and Met how Val |l ey
floor's hiking potential into a community trail systemthat
connects current facilities, the towns and resorts i s nuch
needed.

There are not trails accessible by foot fromWnthrop to Tw sp.

HORSEBACK RI DI NG

THE EXPERI ENCE: The State of Washington has a very high horse
popul ation. Riding is popular as a day and nmulti-day activity on
trails well suited to horse use. Many local riders ride right
fromtheir own stables on their own |and and many | ocal s and
tourists transport their animals to trail heads. Most people ride
for scenic beauty and a chance to be outdoors. Sone ride for
access to fishing and high terrain. There is still significant
horse use in the local ranching industry. Rodeos are stil
popul ar and are inportant historically in this area.

EXPERI ENCE ENHANCEMENTS: Scenic views, variety of terrain,
variety in vegetation, wldlife, fishing areas, and historic
si ght s.

CONFLI CTS AND HAZARDS: The largest conflict is with notorized
use. Horses are not sure how to deal wth these new notorized
equi pnent and are easily spooked. The nobst inportant hazards are
difficulty trail conditions |like rock and snow slides, extended
swanps and bogs, and deteriorating trail treads.

CURRENT USE AND PRQIECTED GROMH:. The largest use nowis in the
W | derness areas with many nulti-day conmercial and private horse
parties. the heaviest tine of use is the annual high hunt in
Septenber. There is also increasing commercial day use in the
Met how Val ley with five or six operations, including Sun Mountain
Lodge. The |l ocal chapter of Washi ngton Backcounty Horsenen is
gquite active and sponsors a nunber of rides.

FACILITIES IN PLACE: Mst of the trails on the Okanogan Nati onal
Forest are open to horse and provide excellent riding. Sone
trail heads have horse facilities such as | oading ranps and
corrals. Two notable exanples are the new South Creek Trail head
on the Twisp River and the planned one at Rattl esnake Canp near
Lost River. The Methow WIldlife Ranges are al so open to horse
use
and have excel |l ent opportunities.
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FACI LI TIES NEEDED: Trails connecting towns and inns and trails
fromthe valleys to the high country are the highest priority.
It
woul d be best if the horse trails could be separated from hiker
and bicycle trails.

SNOWMOBI LI NG

THE EXPERI ENCE: Modern snow nmachines allow a great deal of speed
and maneuverability. R ders can cover |ong distances and clinb
steep slopes. Mst snowrpobilers ride to enjoy the winter beauty
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and often ride distances of 20-30 mles or nore. Oten a "play
area" is used to clinmb hills and enjoy the capabilities of the
machi nes.

EXPERI ENCE ENHANCEMENTS: Scenic views, variety of terrain, good
snow condi ti ons, and grooned routes.

CONFLI CTS AND HAZARDS: There can be a conflict with ski tourers.
Skiers not realizing the speed and capabilities of snowrobil es
can
get in the way and cause conflicts. Many urban skiers have a
negative attitude towards snowrobil es and nmake no effort to be
courteous. Snownpbiles can ruin the prepared tracks of cross
country ski area. Snownobiles easily can reach aval anche terrain
and put thenselves at risk. Oher wnter survival hazards can
exi st due to break downs a | ong way from hel p.

CURRENT USE AND PROJECTED GROMH: Mst snowrpbile use is | oca

but there is still a significant nunber of out-of-area riders.
St at ewi de snownobi | e conventi ons have been held in Wnthrop in
t he
past .

FACILITIES IN PLACE: There are hundreds of mles of grooned
snownpbi |l e routes in Ckanogan County, nostly on Forest Service
roads. There are a | arge nunber of Sno-Parks avail able to access
these routes. The places of heaviest use are: the North Cascade

H ghway, Loup Loup Summit, and the Goat peak area. |If snow
conditions are right it is possible to ride fromWnthrop to
Conconully. In all cases, snownobiles are drawn away from cross

country ski areas.

FACI LI TI ES NEEDED: Large enough Sno-Park areas for trailers and
war mi ng huts on major routes.

DOGSLEDDI NG

THE EXPERI ENCE: Dogsl eddi ng conbines the fun and excitenment of a
wi nter outing with the challenge of training and controlling a
team of dogs. A packed snow surface is needed for efficient
travel along with noderate grades. Dogsledding can be a free
ride
on the sled or a "work-out"” running beside the sled.

EXPERI ENCE ENHANCEMENTS: Scenic views, variety of terrain,

packed
snow sur f aces.
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CONFLI CTS AND HAZARDS: Skiers or snownobiles can frighten or
district young or untrai ned dogs. The dogs and sled ruin grooned
cross country ski trails. Encountering a fast noving snownobile
on a narrow trail or bend in the trail could be a hazard because

of the difficulty in quickly maneuvering the team

CURRENT USE AND PRQIECTED GROMH:. Dog teans have been used in
t he

past to reach renote places in winter. Now there are 8 to 10

working teans in the Methow Valley. Statewide there is the 85

menber Nort hwest Dogsl ed Associ ation and the 38 nenbers | nland

Enpi re Dogsl ed Association. Usually there are 5 or 6 dogsled
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events per year. The activity seens to be growing and holds a
romanti c appeal to winter visitors.

FACILITIES IN PLACE: About 6 to 10 forest service roads are now
used for dogsledding in the Methow Valley. Many of these are in
conjunction with already existing sno-parks and grooned
snowmobi | e
trails.

FACI LI TIES NEEDED: Mre roads or trails designated for dogsled

use with sonme closed to snownobiles to train young or
i nexperienced dogs. G oomng for dogsled routes. Sno-parKks.
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PRI ORI TI ES

From public neetings, responses fromuser group |eaders, and
responses fromtrail users, the following priorities have been
selected. In this case, there is an overwhelmng first priority
with a nunber of secondary priorities.

FIRST PRIORITY: The establishnment of a valley floor trail for
skiers, hikers, nountain bikers, and horses that connects
W nt hr op
to Mazama. This connection will allow all of the Methow Vall ey
Ski Touring Association's trails to be connected to each other.

This wll allow non-notorized travel fromtown to town and inn to

inn in all seasons. It will also allow non-nptorized access to

the Pacific Crest Trail fromthe Valley floor and the towns and
inns. The alignnent for this trail is known and nost of the

rights-of-way for trail crossings of private land are in place.
Funding is the final step needed to conplete this priority.

SECONDARY PRI ORI TI ES: These secondary priorities are:

1. Mark and Sign Trails
2. Inprove and Devel op Trail head Facilities
3. Develop Warm ng Huts and Picnic Areas
4. Provide Maps and Use Infornmation
5. Develop O her Trails for Specific Uses

MARK AND SI GN TRAILS: Many of the user groups identified the
need
to mark and sign trails as a high priority. No one |likes to be
confused or | ost and nost people do not wish to continually stop
and take out a map for navigation. Trail users want to know the
nane of a trail, it's length, destination, recomended use and
difficulty. Al of the MVSTA ski trails are nmarked by nane and
difficulty in the winter. There is not adequate marking for
sumer use of these trails and of course there is no marking on
the proposed Valley floor trail. It is reconmended that all the
trails in the Methow Valley be marked with a uniformtrail sign
showi ng trail name, acceptable uses, and difficulties and that
di stance and destination be left to maps. The current MSTA
signage is routed cedar 1" x 4" signs with blue letters on 8 ft.
peel er poles in the ground and trees if they are in the right
spot. Difficulty is marked by standard cross country synbol s.
Reconmended use can be done with 3" x 3" international synbols
(see Appendi x: "Carsonite Federal Recreational Synbols").
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| MPROVE AND DEVELOP TRAI LHEAD FACILITIES: Wnter trail head
par ki ng at Sun Mountain, North Cascade Base Canp, Cub Creek, and
Goat Creek are all inadequate. Sun Mountain has nade sone
i nprovenents by building a new day skier parking lot on U S F. S
| and, but this |ot needs surfacing, toilets, and a trail head
si gn.
A warmng hut at this parking area is also a high priority. More
space is needed with toilets, for access to the Rendezvous Trai
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system at both ends, Cub Creek and Goat Creek. Better trail head
facilities are needed in the Early Wnters Canpground area to
relieve congestion at the North Cascades Base Canp. Trail head
facilities will be needed at both ends of the dirt section of

Vol f
Creek Road. Oher trailheads will nost |ikely be at the Wnthrop
Town Park and at the Virginian Mtel. Both of these sights have
adequate parking but will need inproved trail head signs and
toilets. The Wnthrop Town Park will need a bridge across the
Met how River to access the trail system |[If the trail is
ext ended

to Twisp (the route is in place and has been used for years, but

is poorly marked), it will need better trailhead facilities at
El bow Coul ee and in Tw sp.

DEVELOP WARM NG HUTS AND PI CNI C AREAS: There are nunerous sites
al ong the proposed Valley Floor Trail and the other trails in the
M/STA systemthat are well suited for warm ng hut devel opnent.

I n
sone cases, the distance froma trail head, | odge or town nmakes a
warm ng hut a strong safety priority in winter. The md-point
of
the dirt section of WIlf Creek Road, the area just north of the
Cassel Ranch, and the intersection of Meadow Lake Trail and
Thonpson Ridge Road are all such cases. There are nmany sites
with
superb views or delightful settings that would nake ideal picnic
or just bench sites.

PROVI DE MAPS AND USE | NFORMATI ON: MWSTA produces winter trai
maps, including use information (see Appendix). It is
reconmended
that simlar maps are produced for each use type (hiker, horse,
bi ke, and ski). In addition, information needs to be posted at
trail heads concerning use and trail etiquette. Sone sort of
per manent "you are here" type maps are also a priority at various
spots along the trail system especially in confusing areas.

DEVELOP OTHER TRAILS FOR SPECI FI C USES: The Sun Muntain Tr ai
pl an and the Forest Service nountain bike priority list both
reconmend trail devel opnent and i nprovenent off of the Valley
Floor Trail. Although the Valley Floor Trail is the highest

priority, other trails are needed and used. O particular

i nportance is the devel opnent of nore single-track nountain bike

routes and the inprovenent of high use ski trails so they can be

used with the m ni num anount of snow. |In addition to the
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i nprovenent suggested above, the inprovenent of the Methow Trail
to Twisp with a better nmarked and nai ntai ned spur to Aspen Lake
and the ridge above are a priority.
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1.

ACTI ON PROGRAM

As budgetary assistance for recreational prograns in
Okanogan County is likely to remain limted into the
indefinite future, the County will continue to solicit the
participation of private organizations in recreational
devel opnment. In the Methow Valley, this includes the
Met how
Institute Foundation, the Methow Valley Ski Touring
Associ ation, the Methow Vall ey Backcountry Horsemans
Associ ation, the Vol ksmarch Associ ati on, and ot her |ocal
groups that will benefit fromthe devel opnent of trails in
t he Met how Vall ey.

Grants and aid will be sought fromvarious State and
Federa
agencies, including the Inter-Agency Comrttee for Qutdoor
Recreati on.

3. Materials and |labor will be solicited fromlocal
i ndi vi dual s, organi zations and busi nesses for the
devel opnent of recreational projects, and as a source of
t he
County's mat ching funds where such matching funds are
required.

Construction of the Methow Valley Community Trail System
wi |l be begun as soon as it is financially feasible to do
so. Because of increasing developnent in the area, it is
necessary to proceed with the devel opnment of this trails
alignnment, both as a recreational anenity and as a pl anning
t ool .

An addition to the hotel/notel tax applicable only to the
Met how Val l ey will be considered as a source of funds for
recreational developnment in the Methow Valley and as a
source of County matching funds for grants where such
mat chi ng funds are required.
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APPENDI X

Capi tol | nprovenent Program

First Order of Priority - Priority by nunber or Work in Progress
(WP)

WP. Acquire deed in escrow for Phase I &Il (Work in Progress)
Year Programed 1989, 1990
Approxi mate cost: $3, 800. 00

The Methow Institute Foundation has in it's possession
Letters of Intent to donate Ri ght-of-Way from seventy-eight
| andowners. The timetable on transferring title is
determ ned by the availability of surveys for the subject
property. The description in the deed is of "a meandering
fifteen foot wde right-of-way for a non-notorized trai
bet ween the foll owi ng described points...." The points are
easily descri bed when a boundary survey exists. Sone of
t he
donat ed property has never been surveyed. Cash donations
for the surveys has been pl edged. Upon receipt of this
noney the survey work can be conpl eted and the deeds
pr epar ed.

(Estimated conpl etion date: Septenber 26, 1990)

WP. Stake Right-of-Way (Wrk in Progress)
Year Programmed 1988, 1989, 1990
Approxi mate cost: $2,400. 00

A sizable portion of the I and donated for the trai
traverses | ands adjacent to riparian habitat, |akes, rivers
and wetl ands. These sections have been identified and the
routes carefully sel ected. Meetings have been taking place
with the agency officials involved. The approval of these
routes has been obtained from Departnent of Wldlife. This

process nust be acconplished prior to devel oping |inkage
with the other parts of the trail

(Estimated conpl etion date: August 20, 1990)
1. Survey trail/Legal Descriptions/Arend Deeds
(Work in Progress)

Year Programed 1989, 1990
Appr oxi mate cost - Surveying $7,000.00; Legal $1,200.00
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Clear & G ub - Trail/Parking facilities/Trail heads
Year Programmed 1990
Approxi mate cost - C earing $26, 640. 00

3. Grade/ Construct small bridges

Year Programmed 1990
Approxi mate cost - Gradi ng $33, 000. 00; Bridges $40, 300. 00
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4, Surface with crushed rock
Year Programred 1990
Appr oxi mate cost - $39, 600. 00

Devel op trail head facilities--Restroons/Warm ng Huts
Year Programred 1990- 1991
Appr oxi mat e cost - Roads $3,500. 00; Parking $9, 600. 00;
Warm ng Huts - $11, 600. 00

6. Si gni ng
Year Programmed 1991
Approxi mte cost - $5,220.00

7. Bridge design/Bridge funding/Bridge construction
(Federal Program- link up with Pacific Crest Trail)
Year Progranmmed 1991-1992
Appr oxi mat e cost $412, 000. 00

8. Expand Hut to Hut network

Year Progranmmed 1991-1992
Appr oxi mat e Cost - $93, 000. 00
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* This survey is being done as part of the preparation of th
Okanogan County Recreation Plan for the Met how Revi ew
District.
Compl etion of the Plan is a requirenment of nost State
recreational funding.

RECREATI ON SURVEY
Pl ease return by 8/24/90
1. What kinds of recreational facilities do you think are
important for GCkanogan County to support in the Methow
Valley? (circle up to three, indicate preference 1-2-3)
a. Walking Trails b. Tennis Courts c. Sports Fields
d. Pools e. Bicycling Trails f. Parks
g. Misic Facilities h. Vel odr ones i . Rodeo Arenas
J. Horseback Riding Trails k. Snownobil e Sno- par ks
| . Skateboarding Hills m Mountain Biking Trails
n. Golf Course o. lce Skating p. Skiing Trails
g. Roller R nk r. Dogsl eddi ng
2. Do you think the county's support of recreationa
facilities in the Methow Vall ey has been:
a. Excellent b. ood c. Fair d. Poor

3. Are you a full time resident, part time resident, or
visitor to the Methow Vall ey?

a. Full tine resident b. Part tinme resident C.
Vi sitor
4. Where do you live in the Valley? (If you are a visitor

where are you staying?)
a. Wnthrop area b. Twisp area

c. Mazama area d. Carlton area
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How close to your home or lodging would a recreational
facility have to be for you to incorporate its use into
your daily schedul e?

a. One quarter mle b. One half mle c. Onemle

d Two mles e. Mre than two mle K
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6. Have you | ost any of your favorite recreational
opportunities (including skiing, walking, or biking trails)
to private |and devel opnment or cl osure?

a. Yes b. No c. Loss is inmm nent

7. Do you feel that the county should encourage devel opers,
through restrictions and devel opnent i ncentives, to
i ncorporate recreational anenities into | arge devel opnment ?
a. Agree strongly b. Agree sonmewhat c. Disagree

somewhat
d. Disagree strongly e. No opinion

8. How many tinmes during the past two years have you wal ked,
hi ked, bi ked or skied on trails in the Methow Vall ey?

a. Once b. Two or three tines c. Four to ten tines
d. Mre than ten tines

9. Besides contributions and grants, how do you think the
county should pay for recreational facilities in the Mthow
Vall ey? (Indicate preference 1-2-3)

a. Fees for all users b. Tourist fees only
c. Taxes on residents
d. Taxes on tourists (bed or neal tax)
e. Conbination of fees and taxes
10. Wuld you be wlling to volunteer tine to work on

recreation projects for which partial funding has been
obt ai ned? (per year)

a. 1-2 hrs b. 3-4 hrs c. b5-6 hrs d. 1-2 days

e. Unwilling to contribute tine
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11.

60

What is your age?

a. Under 18 b. 18- 30 c. 30-45 d. 45- 60 e. over

This survey is being done as part of the preparation of the
Okanogan County Recreation Plan for the Methow Review
District. Conpletion of the Plan is a requirenent of nost
State recreational funding.
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