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Airport Technical Advisory Committee 
Commissioners’ Hearing Room 

May 16, 2012 
9:00 am

Those in attendance: Ed Jeffko, Albert Losvar, Roy Skelton, Leroy Orr, Dave Edwards, Chris 
Branch, Ralph Malone, Connie Davisson, Kurt Danison, Bess Derting, Rod Rumbolz, Doug 
Hinger, and Jeff Delfield. 

Okanogan County Planning staff present: Director of Planning Perry Huston, Senior Planner 
Ben Rough, and Administrative Secretary Sharon McKenzie 

The meeting was called to order by Perry Huston, Okanogan County Director of Planning and 
Development.   

Director Huston opened the meeting with a quick review of the agenda.   

Director Huston said the Moratorium is in place and noted the hearing for the Moratorium has 
been continued to May 21, 2012 at 10:00 am in the Commissioners’ Hearing Room.  The 
hearing is open to public comment.  Written comments may be submitted to the Clerk of the 
Board.  The Board of County Commissioners will be listening to new testimony but it there is no 
instruction at this time regarding testimony by those who have already testified.   Comments 
must be submitted before the hearing or at the hearing.  He said any testimony/comment 
already submitted is of record. 

Regarding Intern Dalana Potter, there has been enough interest expressed to bring her in on a 
temporary basis to assist with the Airport Zone Code Amendment.  She will be attending the 
June 6th meeting.   

Director Huston opened discussion on: 

Area 3 

He explained the following items discussed/recommended at the last meeting: 
 the new rendition of the airport map showing the Area 3 revision.   
 legal non-conforming lots permitted. 
 landowners may keep what they have as long as it is not abandoned nor expanded in 

size or scope. 
 residential use would become a conditional use.  

There were no additional recommendations from the Committee for Area 3. 
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Area 4 

Director Huston suggested the Area parallel the existing code.  It was noted the extent of Area 4 
will be determined by the size of Area 3.  

He reviewed the proposed list for Area 4 of permitted uses and conditional uses suggesting that 
all permitted uses and conditional uses listed in the District Use Chart for the Minimum 
Requirement District apply. 

He asked the Committee if compatibility would still be as much of an issue and what general 
prohibitions would be appropriate for Area 4. 

The Committee discussed activities of concern for Area 4 such as steam, smoke, waterfowl, 
large fuel storage facilities, and water bodies.  It was noted for some activities, the general 
prohibition will apply. 

To clarify concerns with birds in Area 4, the flight pattern over Area 4 was explained and how 
the pilots have to address birds in the flight pattern.  It was mentioned the birds close to the 
ground are the hazards and not so much the ones over Area 4.  The critical area for bird activity 
is in Areas 1, 2, and 3.   

In the discussion, it was noted the activities allowed would be specific for each airport with less 
emphasis on safety but more concern with compatibility.   

It was discussed that Area 4 is where many of the noise complaints are generated.  There was 
mentioned the current WAC is used regarding noise.  Director Huston said the WAC regarding 
noise will be made available at the next meeting for review.  It was mentioned the airports 
should consider establishing their own levels rather than rely on the State WAC. 

In Area 4, the following items were recommended: 
 Some general conditions would apply 
 Notices would be required and notification against the title would apply for parcels as the 

apply in Area 5 
 Commercial - OK 
 Residential – OK  
 Default to the underlying zone 

In discussing several of the general prohibitions noted in the Okanogan County Code, the 
following items were discussed:  

 Bird attractant – need to refine definitions. 
o Regarding ponds and water bodies and other attractions of birds, it was 

suggested looking at review criteria.  Director Huston said he would be going to 
the definitions for the SEPA review on proposals to address mitigation measures.  
For that reason the definitions need to be clear.  He said he would look for a list 
of characteristics for the ponds such as no native grass, size, etc. during the 
review process  He said the Committee needs to be specific on what they are 
intending to do when establishing criteria. 

 Air pollution – change terminology to visual obstruction 
o The Committee discussed the potential hazards caused by activities that may 

produce visual obstruction such as smoke, steam and dust.  In the discussion of 
orchard and agricultural burns, it was noted there could be exemptions but the 
Department of Ecology and FAA have specific requirements for such activities 
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which include notification to pilots.  Director Huston said this is an area to look at 
for the characteristics which make something a visual obstruction and establish 
specific criteria accordingly.  

 Electrical interference 
o It was decided this would not have to be a prohibition but certain conditions 

would apply.   

Director Huston discussed the proposal for coordination with the cities/State as part of the 
process airport zone process.  He said there should be consistency with the cities/State and the 
County in Areas 1 and 2 and noted Area 3 will have more differences depending on each 
individual city or State situation.   

He said he envisioned the Committee creating a proposal for the Airport Zone and then send 
the proposal and map to the cities and the State for consideration, changes and comment.  
Each city and the State would be encouraged to come up their own version which would be 
consistent with the proposal 

Director Huston suggested that each member of the Committee work in outside groups for their 
airport of interest to put together this information.  He said Staff would prepare new maps with 
the suggested changes.  The Area uses and conditional uses would be put on the website along 
with the maps.  Director Huston said the greatest impacts will be Area 2 and 3 which are the 
most sensitive to compatibility. 

For next meeting, he requested the Committee take the WSDOT Land Use Guidebook and the 
Okanogan County Code information and make a broad list of general conditions and refine a list 
of general prohibitions.  He said to think about the items that are hard to understand such as 
electrical interference and try to make them easier to understand.   

With the above information, he requested the outside groups create airport specific maps.  The 
map will be conceptual.  He requested the group stay within the parcel lines as the final airport 
zone maps will be adopted by legal descriptions and he does not want to deal with split parcels.   

The maps Staff will produce will show the incorporated city boundary of the airport, parcels and 
the new proposed Areas 1 through 5.   As part of the groups’ process he said to be sure and 
consider any topography issues as this may affect the various uses allowed and the size and 
configuration of Areas 3 through 5 in particular.  

He announced the next meeting will be on June 6, 2012 at 9:00 am in the Commissioners’ 
Hearing Room.  

The meeting was adjourned at 10:55 am.  

Respectfully submitted  
Sharon S. McKenzie  
Administrative Secretary 


