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Chapter 1.  THE OKANOGAN COUNTY
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

EXECUTIVE STATEMENT

This Okanogan County Comprehensive Plan reflects the vision for the future
development of Okanogan County. Official controls, including zoning, subdivision,
shoreline, critical area and other building and development regulations are the tools by
which the plan is put into action. The update of the 1964 Comprehensive Plan has
been a long and complex process in which a wide variety of ideas and opinions have
been expressed and the Planning Commission has made a long and thoughtful review.
After a careful review the Board of Okanogan County Commissioners have adopted this
Plan as the best expression of the collective visions in the best interest of the people of
Okanogan County.

In Okanogan County nearly 58% of the land is owned by federal and state agencies.
An additional 20% of the County is within the boundaries of The Confederated Tribes of
the Colville Reservation and therefore outside of the direct planning and permitting
authority of the County, with the exception of deeded fee lands. Of the remaining land
mass, it is estimated that another 10% is not suitable for substantial development due to
topography, access, potable water, critical area features and other limiting factors. The
remaining land mass (about 10% of the County) provides the privately owned land
controlled by this Plan to provide for residential, industrial, and commercial needs both
in and out of the incorporated cities and towns. This land, together with publically
owned lands, supports the agricultural, natural resource and recreation-based activities
that are central to the local economy and the environmental values and benefits
important to the residents and property owners of the County. Tribal lands, under the
management of The Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation also provide a
significant contribution to the County economy and environment. The land use
designations and guidelines expressed in this Comprehensive Plan recognize the
competing needs of commerce, the environment, and public and private rights and
provide guidelines for the official controls necessary to assure proper allocation and
integration of the needed uses.

The 1964 Comprehensive Plan was adopted pursuant to the Planning Commission Act,
Chapter 35.63 RCW. Since that time Okanogan County land use plans and regulations
were adopted plans under Chapter 36.70 RCW, the Planning Enabling Act. This Plan is
adopted pursuant to Chapter 36.70 RCW, together with the mandatory elements of
Chapter 36.70A RCW dealing with designation, conservation and protection of resource
lands and critical areas applicable to all counties and Chapter 90.58 RCW dealing with
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shorelines of the state as augmented by Chapter 43.21C RCW, the State Environmental
Policy Act.

VISION STATEMENT

Okanogan County is the largest county in the State of Washington, with borders ranging
from the Cascade Crest to the Columbia River and along the Canadian border. The
tremendous extremes in geography and weather patterns have led to great diversity in
occupation and lifestyle. What remains consistent is the independent spirit of our
citizens and a universal belief in our constitutional rights. We further believe in directing
the use of our land and natural resources so they will be able to provide for future
generations.

Okanogan County will continue to be a place where people can freely pursue their
dreams. When government respects the rights of its citizens and works to strengthen
the local economy, while also putting forth efforts to maintain a clean and healthy
environment, it provides families with a place to prosper and grow. Okanogan County
will provide for the health, safety, and welfare of its citizens by promoting intelligent use
of all available resources.

This Plan is driven by the common belief that in preserving the future for generations to
come, we must act wisely today.

PLANNING OBJECTIVES
Introduction

This Comprehensive Plan is guided by a series of planning objectives. These
objectives identify key planning principles and result from a program of actively involving
local residents, business and property owners, the cities and towns, local service
providers, and The Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation. These policies
have been developed and refined through a series of intergovernmental coordination
meetings, as well as several opportunities for public review.

General Planning Objectives

This Okanogan County Comprehensive Plan contains the required elements to express
the planning vision for future development in accordance with Chapter 36.70 RCW, the
Planning Enabling Act. This Comprehensive Plan will also be used as a tool to protect
the customs, cultures, and economic stability of Okanogan County and as a guide to
promote consistency among other adopted regulation whether mandated or elective.

Okanogan County recognizes the constitutional and statutory protection of private
property rights binding on all levels of government. As a result, Okanogan County will
4/28/2014
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not take land or associated property rights for public use without just compensation to
the landowner. Further, with respect to any requirement for an easement, dedication or
other development-related servitude imposed on lands during a permit review, such
requirements shall not be imposed unless the County can demonstrate in written
findings based on site-specific circumstances that such conditions are reasonably
necessary as a direct result of the proposed development or plat to which the dedication
of land or easement is to apply and roughly proportional to problems associated with the
development under review.

GENERAL LAND USE GUIDES

The policies and plans adopted in this Comprehensive Plan are expressed in three
maps that accompany the Plan.

Map 1—Comprehensive Plan Overlay

On Map 1 the County has identified the four major drivers of development and activity
within the County.

RURAL RESOURCE/RECREATION LANDS (PUBLIC LANDS)

Public lands are designated Rural Resource/Recreation lands. This designation reflects
the role that public lands play in the economy and ecology of Okanogan County. These
lands are managed by state and federal agencies under a variety of laws and
obligations, from school trust lands managed to fund public schools, to wilderness lands
protected under federal guidelines and a wide variety of interests and mandates in
between. The public lands serve a vital role in the economy of Okanogan County and
particularly resource (mining, grazing, and forestry) and recreation activities (hunting,
fishing, skiing (crosscountry and downbhill), backcountry packing, hiking, camping, and
motorized and non-motorized access).

Public lands are also the source of the major water resources, including lakes and
streams providing recharge of groundwater and irrigation flows essential to the County
economy. lItis the policy of the County that responsible agencies manage the public
lands under their control to foster all appropriate uses within their statutory and
regulatory authority to preserve and promote the County goals and policies expressed
in this Plan. While the County does not exercise specific zoning control on public lands
in conflict with state and federal statutes, it does issue subdivision, shoreline, public
health, land use and building permits on activities on public lands not otherwise
preempted by state or federal laws. The policies of this Plan shall guide those
decisions. In addition consistency with the Okanogan County Comprehensive Plan is a
SEPA/NEPA impact review item when state, federal, or regional agencies prepare,
implement, and update plans and regulations, to address consistency with the County’s
Comprehensive Plan.
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RURAL RESOURCE /LOW DENSITY LANDS (PRIVATELY OWNED LANDS)

More remote private lands are designated Rural Resource/Low Density lands. These
lands are outside of major transportation, public service, facility and development
corridors, but do provide a wide variety of low density residential, recreational and
resource lands and critical areas. The Rural Resource/Low Density areas comprise the
bulk of the private ownership in Okanagan County. This designation has a base density
of one unit per five acres, with topography, water and transportation being the principle
limiting factors for development. A variety of densities may be allowed under specific
circumstances to meet the objectives of this Plan. The Methow Valley More Completely
Planned Area fits into this latter category for the reasons set out in the MVMCPA and
the MVMCPA Sub-unit A which provided the historic planning framework for the district.
The goals and policies for the Methow More Completely Planned Area (previously
Methow Review District) designation articulated in those sub-area plans remain valid
today and will be adopted consistent with the authority granted by this plan.

Subiject to limits set in subarea plans such as the More Completely Planned Areas, all
agricultural and resource uses are permitted uses in the Rural Resource/Low Density
areas (mines with conditional use permits). Within the area are found residential uses
at very low net densities and a wide variety of tourist facilities and recreational services.
Property owners within the Rural Resource/Low Density designation area may seek a
higher density through the planned unit development process to meet local demands.
Such development typically serves recreation and tourist services, which are a valuable
element of the County economy. The planned development process assures greater
scrutiny and more detailed environmental review on issues of water, fire safety, access
and compatibility with resource-related uses. The additional review is designed to
assure adequate facilities are available to serve the increased development pressure as
well as compatibility with other Rural Resource/Low Density uses and the goals and
policies of this Plan.

Existing legal lots of record may be at densities greater than one unit per five acres and
such lots shall be recognized for development purposes and subject to requirements for
adequate water and safe access as required by law.

RURAL/HIGH DENSITY LANDS

Private lands closer to transportation, public services and facilities are designated
Rural/High Density lands. These are the County private lands that support most of the
existing development in the County outside of urban areas and where rural scale
development is most likely to occur. Within this designation are commonly found the
small unincorporated communities, neighborhood commercial areas, higher density
residential areas, and other uses in the rural area benefiting from proximity to
transportation and public services illustrated on Map 2.
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146  TRIBAL LANDS

147  The Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation includes all lands within the

148 boundaries of the tribal reservation. County jurisdiction extends only to fee lands within
149 the reservation. The County has and will maintain agreements with the Tribe

150 concerning shared responsibility with the Tribe within the bounds of the reservation

151 area.

152  The four categories described constitute the entirety of the lands within Okanogan
153 County and provide the framework for implementing the goals and policies of this Plan.

154

155 Comprehensive Plan Land Allocation

156

Designation Acres Percent

City 7,602 .223
Rural/High Density 267,265 7.857
Rural Resource/Low Density 473,238 13.912
Rural Resource/Recreation 1,936,825 56.938
Tribal Lands 672,854 19.780
Water Body 43,816 1.288
Grand Total 3,401,600 100

157

158 Map 2—Current Land Use

159  Within the major land use designations noted on Map 1, the County has previously
160 identified specific areas to which a finer grain of land use planning is appropriate. Map
161 2 illustrates the current designations, which have been reviewed by the County and
162  which further implement the goals and policies of this Plan. During its periodic reviews
163 of the County the planning agency may recommend changes to Map 2 to further

164 implement this Plan as conditions change, and may suggest additional official controls
165 where the current designations do not fulfill the aims of this Plan.

166  Official controls implementing this Plan provide a wide variety of opportunities for land
167  uses essential to the custom, culture and economy of Okanogan County and particularly
168 reinforce the priority uses for agriculture, forestry, mining and recreation essential to the
169 County economy and well-being. In addition, such controls identify requirements to
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assure that proposed new development will meet state and local requirements for
available water supplies and particularly exempt wells, capacity of the area for on-site
septic facilities, and the ability of the community to provide adequate levels of public
services, conservation and protection of resource lands and critical areas as required by
law.

. Okanogan County promotes a range of housing densities and affordability to
meet the needs of all economic segments of the County’s population and will encourage
growth to occur at densities where public services are available to meet any increasing
demand.

. Affordable housing is critically important to maintaining a viable agricultural
economic base. Farmworker housing will be a permitted use in all designated areas
except where constrained by shorelines and critical areas. Density for farmworker
housing will be determined by the ability of the site to comply with public health
standards.

. All agricultural and forest-related activities shall be recognized as priority uses
and promoted in the Rural Resource/Low Density and Rural Resource/Recreation
districts. Mining is encouraged in the Rural Resource/Low Density and Rural
Resource/Recreation districts where mining activities can be conducted safely and in
compliance with all governing regulations. Mining in Rural/High Density areas shall be
subject to permit conditions to minimize impact on other existing and future
development-related activities.

. Okanogan County supports resource activity including mining, forestry and
agriculture as a vital component of our economic base, as the foundation of a local food
supply and economy, and an integral part of our heritage. Okanogan County will protect
resource uses to meet the needs of the industry and promote conservation of necessary
resource land from the impact of incompatible uses by utilizing appropriate official
controls.

. Existing unincorporated towns and cities provide important local goods and
services to the County rural areas. Growth in or near such areas reduces the impact on
less developed areas and tends to reduce trip lengths and the costs of providing public
services.

. Underlying zoning within unincorporated towns and cities provides an effective
mix of permitted and conditional uses and services appropriate to a neighborhood
commercial center without impacting the ability of towns and cities to develop regional
services within their existing boundaries or areas. The County has reviewed and
approved the present areas of unincorporated towns and commercial centers identified
in Map 2 and regulated through the official controls noted above. The planning agency
may recommend expansion of development areas or the addition of official controls as
necessary to achieve the goals of this Plan.
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. Existing unincorporated towns and cities should develop in such a manner that
adequate water supplies are available and on-site septic systems are sufficient to
provide for the users of the services provided within them.

. Unincorporated towns and cities shall retain their existing zoning. Changes may
be initiated through the normal amendment processes consistent with the goals of this
Plan.

Map 3—Transportation and Essential Public Facilities

Map 3 illustrates the highway, rail and other utility networks, major sewer and water
facilities, and terminal facilities, including airports, which serve a vital role in the
economy and other needs of the County. Development review will necessarily consider
impacts to and adequacy of facilities affected by any project or plan under review for
approval and/or action.

. Okanogan County recognizes the importance of effective transportation, utilities
and facilities to serve the County and particularly resource operations in the operation,
maintenance and movement of equipment, materials, stock, and resource products to
support resource industries and related businesses. Okanogan County will consider the
needs of resource industries in all future transportation, utility and facility planning
efforts.

. The policy of Okanogan County is to maintain its circulation element to ensure
the maintenance and enhancement of a transportation system that is both safe and
efficient for all users. The goal of long-range planning is to provide and support needed
improvements to the transportation system to assure adequate facilities concurrent with
new land development patterns.

. Development proposals shall be reviewed for impacts to transportation, utilities
and facilities identified on Map 3 and new ones as they are developed. Conditions of
approval will be identified to mitigate adverse impacts to current and future levels of
service. Where impacts occur improvements will be required based on a proportionate
share to prevent onerous requirements on new development while at the same time
avoiding unreasonable impacts to the existing tax base.

FUTURE REVIEW

. The County will develop and implement a public involvement strategy to ensure
the opportunity for early and continuous citizen participation and state and federal
agency coordination throughout any future Comprehensive Plan update process.

. The County will actively consult The Confederated Tribes of the Colville
Reservation when updating the County Comprehensive Plan and will establish a
protocol for integrating the updated plan with the Comprehensive Plan prepared by The
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Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation and Trust Lands as is necessary and
appropriate.

. Okanogan County shall periodically review the official controls implementing this
Plan, including but not limited to zoning and subdivision controls, critical areas
ordinance, shorelines master program, flood management programs, and hazard
mitigation plan, to ensure compliance with the land use designations, policies and
guidelines contained in this Comprehensive Plan.

. In cooperation with the incorporated cities and towns, the County will consider
City Expansion Area requests to provide adequate land to meet projected needs of the
city or town. Cities may adopt extraterritorial planning, but until adopted as part of the
County Comprehensive Plan, such programs are advisory and the County plan and
official controls shall control.

PRIVATE PROPERTY AND WATER RIGHTS
Property Rights

Okanogan County supports the protection of a private citizen’s right to the use of the
land they own. Landowners’ rights must be protected from the conversion of their land
to public use without due process and just compensation. In addition, landowners’
rights must be protected from regulation that deprives the landowner of the reasonable
use or places a burden on any proposed development disproportionate to the impacts
caused by activities on their land.

The regulation of property requires a balance between the legitimate needs of the
government and the property rights of its citizens. A property may not be taken under
state and federal law without the payment of just compensation and neither may
property be regulated except to accomplish a lawful governmental objective, in a
manner reasonably related to the accomplishment of that objective and not unduly
burdensome on the property owner. Those rights are embodied in the 5th Amendment
of the United States Constitution as applicable to the states through the 14th
Amendment. In addition Article 1, Section 16 of the Washington State Constitution
prohibits the taking or damaging of private property and the statutory correlation
embodied in RCW 82.02.020. All official controls shall be adopted and administered in
strict compliance with these limits.

Water Rights

Okanogan County recognizes a water right as private property and affords it the same
protection. Recent court decisions concerning exempt wells have changed the historic
view of exempt wells and the County is required to follow state guidelines with respect
to uses and developments on exempt wells. State water right permits are administered
by the Washington Department of Ecology and it is the policy of the County that
4/28/2014
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promotion of the goals of this Comprehensive Plan be a consideration in any permit
decisions made by that agency.

Okanogan County further recognizes that keeping the right to use water within
Okanogan County is critical to the economic health of the County. Okanogan County
encourages water right holders to consider all other options to protect their water right
or to realize profit from its use before offering it for sale outside of the County.
Okanogan County should foster alternatives to create incentive-based programs to
encourage the owner of water rights to keep them in the County. Such programs may
include:

e Water banking.

e Density bonuses as adopted in a Performance Based Density Bonus that
promotes the use of water in the County or promotes the transfer of water for use
in the County.

e Support legislation to authorize the re-issuance of water rights lost through
relinquishment within Okanogan County.

e Review and minimize the impacts caused by the transfer of water outside of the
County. This statement should not be construed in any manner to imply any
interference with the owner’s right to sell their water right to any buyer.
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Chapter 2. EXISTING CONDITIONS

CURRENT LAND USE

The following table gives an accurate account of the land uses identified in accordance
with the blueprint set out by that plan.

Existing Land Uses Adopted Under the Current Plan

Okanogan County adopts the the OFM medium growth scenario:

2010 2020 2030 2040

41,120 43,163 44,619 45,707

The 2011 population of Okanogan County was 41,200.

Incorporated 24,805 ~60%
Unincorporated 16,395 ~40%
Within the unincorporated area: 16,395

Within Rural/High Density areas on comprehensive plan map: 80%, 13,000+
Within Rural Resource/Low Density areas on comprehensive plan map: 20%, 3,300

Okanogan County anticipates growth over the next two decades to be in line with the
medium range scenario of the OFM forecast, from 41,120 in 2010 to 45,707 in 2040, or
an increase of about 4,500 (225 people per year) on average. Average household size
is 2 people per household and historically birth, death and growth is at least one-half of
the projected population growth. The anticipated absorption rates are not expected to
change, so the permanent residential growth in the cities is expected to be about 175
people per year on average; 40 people in the Rural/High Density areas and 10 people in
the Rural Resource/Low Density areas.

About one half of the anticipated population growth is the birth/death differential, which
has little impact on new housing. The anticipated new housing demand on County
lands for permanent population increases is approximately 10-15 units per year County
wide in the Rural/High Density and Rural Resource/Low Density areas for new
permanent housing—a figure consistent with new building permit activity.
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The Rural Resource/Low Density and Rural/High Density areas have been identified as
the areas in which such growth will occur under County control and the land use
categories within each designation are designed to fit the variety of uses within each.

Historic land use divisions and segregations have created many more legal lots in the
County than the population growth suggests is needed. However, extreme topography,
limited access, requirements to prove available water supply to obtain building permits
and court-mandated limitations on exempt wells in specific projects under RCW
90.44.050 severely limit the population and development potential of the more rural
areas where public water supplies are not available.

The County supports density rather than lot size limitations in low density rural areas to
minimize the amount of lands devoted to roads, fences and impervious surfaces to limit
development impact on the more remote rural areas and avoid conflicts with recreation
and resource uses.

The map overlay districts and specific use districts set out in Map 2 are identified to
address the existing and future projected demand for additional resource, recreational,
residential, commercial and industrial development anticipated in the County.
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Chapter 3.  RESOURCE LANDS

PURPOSE

Okanogan County recognizes the land and resources it provides as a valuable and
irreplaceable resource. The purpose of the resource land designations is to recognize
the value of these lands to the economic and cultural well-being of the residents in the
Okanogan County.

Classification and designation of resource lands to maintain and enhance the industry
and conserve such lands from incompatible uses is a goal of this Plan. Classification of
resource lands is defining the categories to which resource lands will be assigned.
Designation requires the formal adoption of policy statements as set forth in this Plan
and may include further official controls necessary to achieve the goals of this chapter.

The purpose of this Plan is to identify and maintain a land base sufficient in size and
guality to maintain and enhance the resource industries of the County and to identify
land use techniques to discourage incompatible uses or uses that could restrict
resource production.

RURAL LANDS AND KEY RESOURCE INDUSTRIES AND USES
Agriculture

Farming is the top employer of Okanogan County, with 4,412 jobs, and accounts for
18.6% of total employment opportunities available in Okanogan County (2011).

The farming industry alone earned $173,874,000, which is 20% of the total earnings for
Okanogan County.

The average farming employee made $39,409 (2011).

According to the 2007 Census of Agriculture Okanogan County uses about 75,000
acres in the production of various crops, including hay, grains and fruits. In addition, the
County supports about 50,000 head of livestock and collectively requires about
150,000-200,000 acres in rural and rural resource areas in support of the agricultural
economy. The County has more than 1.2 million acres in the rural and rural resource
areas supporting the required agriculture-related activities or about six times the amount
necessary to support and maintain the current needs of the industry. These lands
together with the nearly one half million acres of the public lands available for
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agriculture and forestry or both, provide ample lands for both present needs and future
uses of the industry. Designated mineral lands together with federal mineral rights and
development policies provide ample resource availability to support the mining activity
without intruding on the forestry and agricultural needs of the County.

The Rural Resource/Recreation designated lands have historically provided both
livestock and forestry uses as well as leased farm lands and recreational uses.
Agricultural and forestry uses and accessory uses in support of agricultural and forestry
uses are priority uses on Rural Resource/Recreation lands under the terms of this Plan.

Within the Rural Resource/Low Density designated area the following uses are priority
uses in support of the County’s agriculture economy.

e All agricultural operations including raising food or fiber, livestock, feedlots, or the
processing of agriculture products.

e Sale of agricultural products.

e Home occupations and home-based industries providing on-farm, non-farm
income.

e Manufacturing activities that are resource based, require proximity to agricultural
operations.

Uses that have historically existed in concert with the priority uses and which can be
accommodated in the Rural Resource/Low Density area with special controls include:

e Subarea plans in which rural lands have been designated and allocated in
accordance with more specifically detailed plans such as those fostered by
Appendices A and B attached hereto.

e Commercial tourism activities with a nexus to agriculture or compatible with
off-season periods.

o Residential uses including vacation rental, all single family, extended family,
and farm worker housing.

Forestry

Forestry, fishing and related activities employed 1,478 people and 6.2% of the total
employment opportunities in the County in 2011.

This industry in Okanogan County earned $38,892,000 and equates to 4.5% of all
earnings (2011).

The average employee made $26,314 in 2011 in forestry, fishing and related activities.

The forestry industry in Okanogan County requires access to state and federal lands
suitable for forestry on an ongoing basis, as private lands do not contain enough timber
to support a viable mill or permanent forest industrial base.
4/28/2014
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In Rural Resource/Recreation lands management of forestry resources on a sustained
yield basis is a priority use where allowed on federal lands and reduction of access to
those lands for forestry purposes would have an adverse impact on the County forest
economy.

Within the Rural Resource/Low Density designated area the following uses are priority
uses in support of the County’s forestry economy:

Harvest and processing of forest products.

Equipment yards, repair and maintenance operations.

Manufacturing that requires proximity to forest products.

Home occupations and home-based industries.

Residential uses including vacation rental, single family, extended family, and
farm worker housing, with covenants to assure compatibility with resource
activities.

Mineral Lands

Mineral extraction in Okanogan County employed 242 people in 2011, which is 1% of
the total employment opportunities available.

The mining industry for the County earned $17,211,000, which is 2% of total earnings in
2011.

The average mineral extraction related employee earned $71,120 in 2011.

While forest and agricultural lands have coincided for more than a century and those
uses can be addressed with compatibility requirements in the official controls, it is
prudent to identify long-term commercially significant mineral resource activities on
private lands in Okanogan County and identify those on a map to provide warnings to
those unaware of the activity and protection to the activity from unanticipated sources.

Map 3 identifies those mines with an active conditional use permit and/or DNR Surface
Mining Permit and which constitute the long-term commercial mineral resource sites on
private lands in Okanogan County. Significant operating mines are permitted by state
and federal agencies in the Rural Resource/Recreation designated lands and those
mines are considered part of the long-term commercially significant mineral resource
areas of the County.

The County has designated existing state permitted mine sites as mineral resource
areas. For future purposes additions to the long-term commercially significant mines
are those that maintain an active DNR surface mining use permit under Chapter 78.44
RCW and in which the permitted minimum is in excess of 10 acres and the permitted
parcel is in excess of 80 acres. Such areas shall be added to Map 3 as long-term
commercially significant mineral resource areas to provide added protection to the
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mining activity and within the Rural Resource/Recreation and Rural Resource/Low
Density areas.

For areas not so designated, existing nhonconforming mines may continue to operate,
but new mines, or any major change in operations (including expansion to new lands
not part of the original mine plan), shall be subject to regulatory controls by conditional
use permit. Such regulations may recognize differences between Rural Resource/Low
Density areas that tend to be lightly populated and requests in the Rural/High Density
areas that tend to have greater potential for conflict.

Permitted uses within a designated mineral resource area include:

e All uses directly or indirectly associated with the extraction, storage, processing
and transportation of mineral resources.

e Forest and agricultural areas and associated and ancillary facilities.

e Limited onsite housing may be permitted as part of a conditional use covenanted
to protect long-term mining activities.

e If the owner of a mineral designation parcel wants to have residential housing as
well as mineral uses, the designation should be modified to remove lands with a
residential potential from the designated mineral resource lands. Such change
will be made only at the request of the owner, with a statement that such change
will not alter the ability to properly mine the remaining site.

e Other non-mineral resource uses may be permitted in designated mineral
resource areas by conditional use, but any approval would require consideration
of potential impacts to the mine operations (noise, dust, blasting where used) and
a finding of no significant impact to mineral resource uses would be a
requirement of any approval of a non-mineral resource use.
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Chapter 4. RURAL LANDS CRITERIA FOR
DESIGNATION AND CHANGE

HISTORY

Lands in the Rural designations will contain the greatest mix of existing and potential
uses because of the tremendous diversity of these lands. A wide range of compatible
uses should be considered with reliance on the underlying zoning to ensure
compatibility of proposed activities in regards to existing uses and historical
characteristics of the neighboring area. Okanogan County is large in size and varied in
topography and climate. For these reasons, lands in the Rural/High Density and Rural
Resource/Low Density designation exhibit great differences in terms of ability to support
residential density and other land use activities. Underlying zoning and/or the review
processes that support and implement this Plan are established with consideration for
the ability of the land to support the proposed land use activity.

PURPOSE

For planning purposes Okanogan County lands are divided into four categories based
on jurisdictional control. Public lands controlled by state and federal agencies under a
variety of enabling statutes, urban lands controlled by incorporated cities and towns,
Tribal lands controlled by The Confederated Tribes Of The Colville Reservation and the
remainder of the County under direct County control.

Regulatory review of land use proposals through official controls is necessary to identify
probable impacts and to ensure compatibility with the goals of this Plan. The objective
of more detailed zoning in the two Rural designations is to provide a more effective mix
of land uses to support residential, commercial, industrial, agricultural, tourist, and
recreational opportunities; to maintain and enhance the County resource industries; to
promote recreation and other industries contributing to the County’s economy; and to
provide a wide range of residential opportunities and affordable housing in all areas of
the County. Environmental protections are embodied in critical area and shoreline
overlays and the SEPA review required under Chapter 43.21C RCW

The County rural lands are divided into two overall designations, Rural Resource/Low
Density reflecting areas where historic development patterns are on larger lots and
frequently coincide with recreational and resource activities. This Plan reduces the
base density, unless changed in accordance with this Plan and adopted official controls,
as one unit per five acres. The other uses allowed in the former minimum requirements
district remain subject to official controls. The Rural/High Density designation is applied
to areas where higher density or intensity has developed historically or may be
expected to occur. The high density areas have not changed in allowed uses under the
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former minimum requirements district and are located where transportation and other
services are available or can be more readily provided to developments that may occur.

Map 1 details the allocation of lands under the categories identified above.

Since the adoption of the 1964 Comprehensive Plan the County has adopted a variety
of land uses reflecting the current development pattern in the County, which is typically
centered on a variety of historic communities or locals throughout the County. While
small and disperse, each of these areas has a sense of history and identity that is part
of the custom and culture of the County and which is preserved by this Plan.

At the time of adoption of this Plan, the following code sections and uses are presently
in place and will continue as the initial expression of the public interest in the
implementation of this Plan.

17.07 Agriculture District (AD) 17.08 Agricultural-Residential District (A-R)
17.09 Suburban Residential District (SR) 17.10 Commercial District (C)
17.11 Industrial District (I) 17.12 Airport Development District (AP)

17.14 Methow Review District (MRD) 17.14A Rural Residential District (RRD)

17.14B Low Density Residential District (LDRD) 17.15 Urban Residential District
(UR)

17.16 Neighborhood Use District (NU) 17.17 Special Review Commercial
17.19 Planned Development (PD) 17.20 Planned Destination Resort (PDR)
17.21 District Use Chart for the districts noted above.

The County has reviewed the above existing land use designations (identified on Map
2), which are consistent with this Plan and may be modified by recommendation of the
planning agency consistent with the statement of purpose for each zone and the goals
of this Plan.

The Rural Resource/Low Density districts (private lands) and Rural
Resource/Recreation districts (public lands) provide a mix of existing agricultural and
resourced based activities, recreation, low density residential and tourism, as well
considerable acreage not devoted to any specific use but available to accommodate
one or more of the preferred uses as needs grow or change. These activities need to
be protected and promoted in a manner to assure mutual compatibility to promote the
diversity they provide to the economic base. Low density residential uses (permanent
and recreational) are allowed to provide an adequate inventory of housing sites for
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those seeking a rural and/or recreational lifestyle and to provide worker housing in
proximity to employment providers.

The ability of lands in the two Rural designation districts to support density and
permitted/conditional uses will be affected by other bodies of required regulation such
as critical areas ordinance and shoreline master program. This must be taken into
account when the adequacy of land in the Rural designations is reviewed.

DENSITY

Within the Rural Resource/Low Density designated lands shown on Map 1 the base
density allowed is one unit per five acres with minimum lot sizes, and maximum
densities determined by fire access and safety requirements, and by limitations on
exempt wells (5000 gpd per residential project) and other allowed exempt uses as
provided by RCW 90.44.050. The revised Rural Resource/Low Density zone identified
as OCC adequately provides the official controls for the portion of this district
not in the Methow Review District or otherwise specifically designated on Map 2.

COMPATIBLE USES

The Rural designations provide a wide array of permitted and conditional uses reflecting
the historic and traditional development patterns within the County. The specific mix of
permitted uses identified in the Rural Resource/Low Density area at the adoption of this
Plan shall be the permitted and conditional uses set forth in Chapter 17.21 Okanogan
County Code, Minimum Requirements District, which with the density changes is being
readopted as Rural Resource/Low Density district. In addition, Methow Review District,
Agricultural districts and neighborhood commercial districts necessary to serve rural
populations are permitted within the Rural Resource/Low Density designated areas.

The densities and uses allowed in the Rural/High Density designated areas, not
otherwise specifically designated on Map 2, include all of the uses identified in Chapter
17.21 Okanogan County Code, Minimum Requirements District, being readopted as
Rural/High Density. In addition, all of the other uses and activities identified in Chapter
17.21, except agriculture, are properly located in the Rural/High Density designated
area. In addition, upon request, the City Expansion Areas would also be appropriate
uses expanding into such areas.

CONDITIONAL USES

Conditional uses are also identified in the underlying zone referenced above.
Conditional uses are those activities that, due to a greater potential for conflict with
existing uses, require a higher level of review. Examples of conditional uses in the
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578 Rural designations may include but are not limited to the uses below and other similar
579 uses of a size and intensity that require additional review to assure compatibility with the
580 neighborhoods, the priority uses and the issues addressed in the official controls to

581 implement this Plan:

582 e Processing of agriculture products

583 ¢ Neighborhood commercial centers

584 e Light manufacturing

585 e Resource based heavy manufacturing

586 e Commercial tourism

587 e Alternative energy facilities

588 e Mineral extraction outside of a designate mineral resource area.
589
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Chapter 5.  UNINCORPORATED TOWNS AND
NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL CENTERS
LAND USE

PURPOSE

Unincorporated towns are residential and commercial centers located in Okanogan
County that are not incorporated cities. The County recognizes the important role they
play as service centers and focal points for the surrounding neighborhoods. The area
within the designation should provide sufficient land to provide needed local goods and
services. Future expansion of the unincorporated towns and neighborhood commercial
centers will be based upon the needs of the residents and the ability of the area to
provide services.

This Comprehensive Plan for Okanogan County recognizes the following
unincorporated towns and neighborhood commercial centers and establishes these
policies for future planning and development of them.

Methow
Carlton
Malott
Loomis
Wauconda
Chesaw
Molson
Ellisforde
Mazama
Monse
Nighthawk
Havillah

DESIGNATION CRITERIA

Unincorporated towns and neighborhood commercial centers have been designated
and developed based on the following criteria:

e Existence of services such as neighborhood retail, tourist retail, and government

services.
e Existence of more intense residential development than the surrounding areas.
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e Historical value as past settlement with existing tourist activities.
e Ability to support more intense development.

Future Neighborhood Commercial Centers

Due to the vast size of Okanogan County, it is important to locate necessary services in
proximity to the residents. Settlement patterns will be driven by expansion of
agriculture, forestry, and mining in rural areas in addition to expansion of tourism. New
service centers should be considered to minimize impacts to the transportation system
brought about by longer trips to obtain basic services.

The unincorporated towns and neighborhood commercial centers also serve as focal
points for area residents, providing for a sense of community. The demand for new
neighborhood commercial centers will be created by the needs of the area residents
and landowners.

Proposals for new neighborhood commercial centers should be reviewed in accordance
with the designation criteria and general planning objectives previously stated in this
section.
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Chapter 6. CITY EXPANSION AREAS

HISTORY

Okanogan County and the cities and towns therein, recognize that a cooperative effort
between local governments is needed to effectively and efficiently serve the needs of
the citizens. The City Expansion Area designation is used to identify those lands into
which the city or town intends to grow through a twenty year planning window. The
policies and procedures contained in this Comprehensive Plan, supplemented by
intergovernmental agreements as needed, are designed to give clear direction for the
process to designate, review, and amend City Expansion Areas. Subsequent project
review and land use decisions, while under the sole authority of the County until such
times as the lands annex, are carried out in accordance with the agreed upon
processes.

PURPOSE

As stated above, a clear and cooperative approach to land use planning and decision
making between the County and its cities and towns is necessary to successfully
conduct the business of the people. The adoption of agreed upon City Expansion Areas
into this County Comprehensive Plan accomplishes two specific goals. Cities and
towns have the ability to plan infrastructure and service requirements for a specific
growth area. The city or town can propose pre-annexation designations to promote a
predictable growth pattern, efficient extension of infrastructure, and to ensure sufficient
inventory of land for residential, commercial, and other development. The County can
incorporate into their Plan the city or town proposed use of the CEA. This allows the
County to accurately analyze the inventory of land available for uses best suited to
densely populated areas and to coordinate uses in the rural areas accordingly.

DESIGNATION CRITERIA

Requests for specific City Expansion Areas, and any amendments thereto, will be
processed by the Planning Commission as amendments to this Plan. Only the
municipalities shall propose CEA boundaries. In reviewing proposals for CEA
designation, the County should consider the following factors in considering a proposed
map change:

e Current inventory of developable land in the incorporated boundaries.
e Inventory of land necessary to provide for projected growth including affordable
housing.
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e Analysis of ability to provide sewer, water, and other public services to
designated CEA.
¢ Benefits and impacts to existing resource and recreational activities.

ZONING AND PROJECT REVIEW

The County has the sole authority for land use and project review on lands within the
CEA but outside the incorporated boundary. The County, in considering an application
for land use/project in the CEA, shall consider the following:

Compatibility with any sub-designations by the municipality within the CEA.
Impact of the project or proposal on municipal services.

Compatibility with surrounding uses.

Impact of the project or proposal on the municipal transportation system.
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Chapter 7. MORE COMPLETELY PLANNED AREAS

PURPOSE AND INTENT

It is the intent of the County to ensure the updated Comprehensive Plan remains
responsible to the wide range of landscapes and demographics within the County’s
borders. To reflect these differences, the County may create and adopt More
Completely Planned Areas (“CPA”) Plans to help inform development regulations such
as zoning and subdivision codes.

Since 1971, Okanogan County has utilized CPA plans to provide for land use planning
at a sub-area scale, including the Methow Valley. It is the intent of the County to
continue to utilize CPA Plans for the Methow Valley, and to consider the creation of new
CPAs in the future as deemed appropriate and necessary to most effectively reflect the
desires of the communities which comprise Okanogan County.

The goals and policies developed within a CPA Plan adopted by the County shall apply
only to the geographic area of the CPA as the Board of County Commissioners has
defined its geographic boundaries at the time of CPA Plan adoption. The content of
CPA Plans shall not be applied outside of the area for which it has been created and
adopted.

Two existing CPA’s have been reviewed and revised along with the comprehensive
plan. They are the Methow Valley More Completely Planned Area and the Methow
Valley More Completely Planned Area Mazama Community Master Plan Sub Unit A.
These CPA’s will be adopted following adoption of the comprehensive plan. Any
modifications to planning or land use designations within the Methow Valley More
Completely Planned Area and the Methow Valley More Completely Planned Area
Mazama Community Master Plan Sub Unit A shall be compatible with the goals and
policies of these plans.

DESIGNATION CRITERIA

The geographic boundaries of a CPA shall be determined by the Board of County
Commissioners after consideration of the following:

e Logical natural and physical boundaries (highways, other CPA planning area
boundaries, watersheds, etc.).

e Landowner interest.

e Community identification within the CPA.
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e Other factors as may be identified by the County and deemed important in
providing for logical land use planning areas.

Establishing Future More Completely Planned Areas

Future CPAs may be established by the County Commissioners after a request by
petition from a majority of landowners who together own 2/3rds of the acreage within
the newly proposed CPA.

A diverse Advisory Committee of individuals owning property within the proposed CPA
shall lead CPA planning efforts. The County Commissioners shall appoint Advisory
Committee members after a publicly advertised recruitment period.

All future CPA Plan development processes shall provide for properly advertised public
meetings to be hosted by the Advisory Committee, in coordination with the Okanogan
County Planning Department, to provide opportunities for general public participation.

Draft CPA Plans shall be forwarded to the Planning Commission with a
recommendation from the CPA Advisory Committee and shall be processed in
accordance with the County’s process for Comprehensive Plan amendments. At a
minimum, CPA Plans shall include the elements required for Comprehensive Plans
under RCW 36.70.330 but not exceed the requirements of the Planning Enabling Act or
those portions of the Growth Management Act applicable to non-GMA counties.
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Chapter 8. CIRCULATION ELEMENT

INTRODUCTION

Okanogan County has experienced modest growth activity in the past which is expected
to continue in coming years. To effectively and efficiently accommodate this growth in
an orderly fashion, Okanogan County, The Confederated Tribes of the Colville
Reservation, and the cities and towns in the County have recognized the need for a
transportation plan that describes the transportation system as it exists today and
addresses the transportation needs for the next 20 years. This Transportation Element
is intended to foster a coordinated transportation system which integrates the needs of
each of the County's jurisdictions and the unincorporated rural areas.

PURPOSE OF THE TRANSPORTATION ELEMENT

As the first countywide transportation element, this document serves several purposes.
It serves as an investigation into how the County's transportation system and
transportation usage is structured, and is an important resource for the County, its
jurisdictions, and its citizens.

The Transportation Element is intended to guide an ongoing planning and decision
making process that shapes the transportation system and ensures that needs are
addressed within the available resources between the public and private sectors
consistent with the goals of this Plan.

The results of this program are reflected in Map 3, the Transportation and Essential
Public Facilities Map, which shall be updated periodically as six-year road program and
RTPO programs are implemented and change over time.

Regional planning in the County will be conducted under the auspices of the Okanogan
County Conference of Governments currently in the process of formation.

This Transportation Element will serve as important groundwork for the development of
the Okanogan County Conference of Governments.

LAND USE AND TRANSPORTATION

The Transportation Element is designed to provide coordination between future land
use plans and the transportation facilities and services needed to meet current system
deficiencies and to support current growth. The anticipated types, intensity, and timing
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of land development in the County will largely determine the mode of transportation
provided, its effectiveness in moving people, and the travel behavior of people using the
land. In addition, land use decisions outside of the County impact the transportation
system and as a result, attention must be given to the anticipated trends in these
peripheral areas.

The County's resources are limited; therefore the County must achieve a balance
among the needs within each of the four transportation regions identified below to
accommodate both rural and urban areas, and various modes of transportation to
maximize person-carrying capacity instead of vehicle-moving capacity. With large
expanses of sparsely populated land, most travel in Okanogan County tends to be by
private vehicle. However, even in a largely rural county, there are opportunities to
accommodate transportation alternatives other than the single occupant vehicle. A
clear understanding of land use development patterns will enable the County to
effectively provide for these alternatives.

In the preparation of this Element, the available existing land use information and future
land use plans for cities and towns, the County, and The Confederated Tribes of the
Colville Reservation have been examined. Based on this information, modes of
transportation alternatives have been developed and analyzed in terms of implications
to meet future transportation needs.

OKANOGAN COUNTY PLANNING REGIONS

For purposes of transportation planning, Okanogan County is divided into four planning
regions: North, Central, South, and Methow. By dividing the County into these four
regions, the specific needs of each local jurisdiction and surrounding development in
rural areas can be better addressed. Map 3 identifies the existing transportation
infrastructure in place on a county-wide basis. The Okanogan County Conference of
Governments will review the boundaries of the planning regions as it moves forward
with the development of a transportation plan specific to Okanogan County, its Cities
and Towns, and the Colville Confederated Tribes.

FUNCTIONAL CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM

Classification of streets and highways in the State of Washington is based upon
guidelines prepared by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). Streets are
classified based upon the degree to which they provide travel movement and land
access functions. Specific criteria defining streets includes the following:

e Character and relative length of trips.
e Anticipated or projected traffic volume.
e The relationship of a street to the land use it serves.
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Each local jurisdiction is responsible for defining its transportation system into the
following functional classifications:

Principal Arterial: (01 Rural/Interstate)—Streets and highways which contain
the greatest portion of movement or long-distance travel. Such facilities serve
high-volume travel corridors that connect major generators of traffic. The
selected routes provide an integrated system for complete circulation of traffic,
including ties to the major rural highways entering urban area. Generally,
principal arterials include high traffic volume streets.

Minor Arterial: (06 Rural/ Minor) —Streets and highways which connect with
remaining arterial and collector roads that extend into the urban area. Minor
arterial streets and highways serve less concentrated traffic-generating areas
such as neighborhood shopping centers and schools. Minor arterial streets
serve as boundaries to neighborhoods and collect traffic from collector streets.
Although the predominant function of minor arterial streets is the movement of
traffic, they also provide for considerable local traffic that originates or is destined
to points along the corridor.

Major Collector: (07 Rural Major Collector—These routes should provide
service to the county seat if not on an arterial route, to larger towns not directly
served by the higher systems, and to other traffic generators of equivalent inter-
county importance, such as consolidated schools, shipping points, county parks,
important agricultural areas, etc. In addition, these routes should link larger
towns and/or cities with routes of higher classification and should serve the more
important inter-county travel corridors.

Minor Collector: (08 Rural Minor Collector)—These routes should be spaced at
intervals consistent with population density, collect traffic from local roads, and
bring all developed areas within a reasonable distance of a collector road. In
addition, these routes should provide service to the remaining smaller
communities and link the locally important traffic generators with their rural
counterparts.

Local Access: (09 Rural Unclassified) —Streets not selected for inclusion in the
arterial or collector classes. They allow access to individual homes, shops, and
similar destinations. Direct access to abutting land is essential for all traffic
originating from, or destined to, abutting land. Through traffic should be
discouraged by appropriate geometric design and/or traffic control devices.
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Chapter 9. ESSENTIAL PUBLIC FACILITIES

AIRPORT SAFETY

The general aviation, non-general aviation, and private airstrips in Okanogan County
provide a vital transportation link and are tangible assets to the economic base of the
County. Air transportation provides important support to emergency services by
enabling the rapid importation of vital supplies and the transportation of injured or ill
people to larger or specialized medical facilities. The airports provide the opportunity to
capitalize infrastructure for the siting of compatible industrial and commercial
businesses.

This Comprehensive Plan creates policy designed to guide zoning and other
development regulation to protect airports from incompatible land uses both onsite and
on adjacent lands as encouraged by the Revised Code of Washington and required
federal regulation.

Aviation facilities are mapped as terminals on the Transportation and Essential Public
Facilities Map, Map 3, and may be adjusted as the size, shape or number of facilities is
modified.

CAPITAL FACILITIES—LOCAL

The Okanogan County Capital Facilities Planning identifies the need for new capital
facilities and major enhancements to existing facilities through a twenty year planning
window. Proposed or anticipated funding and the critical timeline for implementation are
typically identified through a series of six-year plans. The Capital Facilities Plan will be
reviewed for consistency with this Plan.

CAPITAL FACILITIES—REGIONAL

Major facilities to be identified under this classification include railroad corridors, major
irrigation canals, utility corridors for gas and electric power transmission, rail lines, ports
and other terminal facilities serving Okanogan County. Those present at the adoption of
this Plan are illustrated on Map 3.
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Chapter 10. COORDINATION

FEDERAL AGENCIES

The customs and cultures of Okanogan County are historically tied to the land.
Okanogan County exists as a direct result of the natural resources found here and the
industries they support. Agriculture, mining, forestry, and fishing are examples of the
resource-based industries on which we depend. The preservation of our customs and
culture and the stewardship that has evolved as a result is a critical component in
protecting the land for future generations. Local government has the responsibility to
protect private property, the local tax base, economic stability, and in general, the well-
being of the local community. These critical functions are profoundly impacted by the
land management decisions of federal and state agencies.

Congress has long recognized the importance of local governance to the effective
management of the nation’s resources. It has provided for the involvement of units of
local authority in every federal land use statute passed in the past 35 years. In many of
these statutes, Congress has mandated that the federal land use agencies “coordinate”
their policies and management activities with local government.

This Congressional directive to coordinate means the federal agencies shall give prior
notice to counties of agency plans and management activities and requires agencies to
make every effort to insure their policies and management activities are consistent with
local plans. Congress has directed federal agencies to coordinate with local
government because they recognize local authority must be consulted and involved in
the decision-making process at the earliest stages and prior to the public input process.

In their decision making the federal agencies must consider the effect their decisions
will have on local customs and culture, community stability, and economic stability.
Conservation and use of the environment and natural resources must be considered as
part of the action taken.

It is the policy of Okanogan County to meet with and respond to federal agency
coordination requirements in a timely fashion.

The following elements are essential to meeting the coordination requirements:

e Early notice and coordination with the County to the fullest extent possible to
enable the County to be responsive as plans are being developed.

e Project or plan documents must identify how the project or policy promotes the
goals and objectives of this Comprehensive Plan early in the process, to permit
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opportunity for evaluation and modification where necessary before substantial
resources have been committed.

It is the policy of Okanogan County to commit resources to any coordination program
through memorandum or otherwise to address the process for such coordination,
including but not limited to joint planning, shared environmental research and data
collection during the development phase of environmental documents, and public
information and outreach through joint hearings and processing of environmental
documents in advance of publication and public distribution. Under the goals and
policies of this Comprehensive Plan, a complete environmental documentation would:

e Identify possible conflicts with the goals and policies of this Plan and include a
description of alternatives to resolve possible conflicts with Okanogan County’s
laws, policies and plans including this Comprehensive Plan. The agency shall
consider reconciling the proposed action with the County’s laws, policies, and
plans including this Comprehensive Plan and after such consideration will take all
practical measures to resolve such conflicts. These measures will be described
and results displayed in appropriate documentation.

e Not assume that any proposed actions would be consistent with Okanogan
County conditions or would have no significant impact without coordination and
consultation with the County and review of data specific to Okanogan County.

e Implement adequate mitigation measures, adopted with the concurrence of
Okanogan County, to mitigate adverse impacts on custom, culture, economic
stability, and protection or use of the environment.

e Protect property rights from unconstitutional takings or imposition of excessive
conditions as expressed in Supreme Court cases such as Nollan, Dolan and
Koontz.

STATE AGENCIES

The state’s Growth Management Act requires state agencies to comply with local
comprehensive plans, development regulations and amendments adopted pursuant to
Chapter 36.70A RCW, which in Okanogan County, a non GMA county, would include
policies and regulations pertaining to resource lands and critical areas as required by
RCW 36.70A.130. In addition, the State Environmental Policy Act, Chapter 43.21C
RCW, sets forth a consistent process for the review of probable, significant and adverse
environmental impacts brought about by land use decisions, both project specific and
programmatic, by state agencies subject to the chapter.

Okanogan County is the presumptive lead agent on any project that requires a
development permit from the County, and should be considered co—lead agent on any
plan that when completed will necessitate a development permit from the County or
have a material impact on the economy or people of the County.
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Standards for SEPA compliance and coordination with state agencies is the same as
set out for federal programs noted above. Official controls may be adopted to provide
additional guidance on local processes in connection with agency consultations and
coordinated SEPA review.

PRIVATE PROPERTY

Okanogan County has approximately 70% of its land mass under public ownership.

The continued conversion of private land to public ownership will cause adverse
impacts to the tax base and local economy if it continues unabated. It is the policy of
Okanogan County that sufficient publicly owned land is located in the County to provide
for the needs of recreation and wildlife habitat. The acquisition of fee simple property or
development rights by public agencies or using public and/or ratepayer funds should
only be considered in such a manner that no net loss of agricultural, forestry and
recreational land is achieved.
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Chapter 11. SMP AND CAO

SHORELINE MASTER PROGRAM

Okanogan County is required to adopt a Shoreline Master Program pursuant to Chapter
90.58 RCW and the guidelines of Chapters 173-26 and 173-27 WAC.

The Shoreline Master Program must be consistent with the policies in this
Comprehensive Plan and compliant with the specific requirements of Washington state
law. The Master Program is applicable throughout the County on state public lands and
fee lands within the bounds of The Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation and
shall operate as an overlay in each of the designated areas in which it applies. In the
event of conflict the requirements of the Shoreline Master program shall prevail.

CRITICAL AREAS ORDINANCE

Okanogan County is required to designate and protect critical areas under RCW
36.70A.170/060 (2) of the State’s Growth Management Act. Critical areas so
designated shall be an overlay in each of the designated areas to the extent of County
jurisdiction. In the event of conflict with the underlying zoning, the provisions of the
Critical Areas Ordinance shall prevail.

The requirement for regulating agricultural activities in identified critical areas has been
the subject of litigation in Washington State. In an effort to reduce the level of litigation
the legislature adopted RCW 36.70A.705, Voluntary Stewardship Program. Okanogan
County has opted in to the Voluntary Stewardship Program. By this action the issue of
regulating agricultural activities in identified critical areas is in abeyance until the
legislature provides funding to the counties to create a Voluntary Stewardship Program.
Through the Voluntary Stewardship Program the issue of managing agricultural
activities in identified critical areas will be addressed.
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