Deermice make up a !argc Portion

DEER MOUSE
IDENTIFICATION

F eromyscus maniculatus

of the diet for bird and mammal
Predators. When Predators are

absent, theg can become a Pest.

The females can breed 34 times

DEER MICE ARE THE ONLY
KNOWN CARRIERS OF
HANTAVIRUS IN
OKANOGAN COUNTY

per year, with litters of 3-6 young,
Theirgestation Periocl is from 22
to 25 dags. As a result, their

numbers can increase cluicklg

without Predation.

Deer mice Pre{:er outdoor habitats,

altlﬁoug!ﬁ ’clﬁey will move indoors if

human presence is limited or

imcrequent. Theg are found in a
wide variety of habitats tl—n‘ougl—wout

“ LIGHT TO REDDISH BROWN
FUR ON BACK AND HEAD

Wasl’lington State, including
Okanogan Countg.

« PURE WHITE UNDERBELLY
As the on]g known carrier of

hantavirus in the northwest (]9,

Thcsc nocturnal rodents do not

“ WHITE FEET burrow into the earth, but instead

deer mice should be eliminated from

human habitations. Wl'\iie

build nests of grass in tree cavities,

% BI-COLORED TAIL (BROWN

ABOVE, WHITE BELOW) unclcr]ca“cn logs, oreveninvacant
burrows from other animals. ]n hantavirus does not cause illness in
“* LARGER EARS AND EYES winter, their metabolism clroPs in mice, it can cause a serious and

THAN A HOUSE MOUSE

order to conserve energy. often Fatal respxratorg 1”ncss n

humans. Thirt9~two cases of



hantavirus have been confirmed in

Washington State since 1993,

ClCVCﬂ OF W}'HCI"I have }DCCH {:ata[.

Hantavirus is genera]]3 Prescnt in5
to 50% of all deer mouse
Popu]ations, and is sPread in their
urine, saliva, clroppings, and nests.
A person can be exPosccl to the
virus bg touching any of these and
then ingesting virus-laden dust or
dirt. Dis’curbing anest or
droppings can create dust,
spreading the virus througlﬁ the air.

To keep rodents away:
R F’lug or screen any oPemngs
into your house that are larger

than % inch.

DA u:se sPring~]oadcd traPs or
Poison bait.

& Store pet food and grainin

containers with tight covers.

R KCCP tight lids on indoor trash
cans that contain food or

kitchen wastes.

w Remove debrisjjunk Piles, and
old cars within 100 feet of the

l"lOUSC.

d Tigl‘xtlg cover outdoor garbage
cans and raise them 12 inches

off the bare ground.

2 Stack firewood, lumber, l‘xag, or
other similar materials as far

From tl"l@ l’]OUSC as POSSib!C.

When c!eaning areas that have
been inhabited by mice, you should
assume that deer mice have been

Present Obscr\/e the Fo”owmg

DR Wear rubber or ]atex glOVCS and

a mask to Prevent contact.

2 Mixa solution of i cup bleach
to 10 cups of water, and use to
thoroughlg soak dead mice,
droppings, nests, or areas to be

cleaned before disturbing them.

i Air out structures that have
been closed up for atleast one

hour Prior to c!eaning.

Rk DisPosc of all contaminated
items in sealable P!astic bags in

an outdoor trash can.

Wasl'x clothes and beclcling in
hot water and cletergent, and
drg with high heat.

CarPets and uphoisterg should

be steam clear\cd.

K69 features of otherlocal rodents:

Woodrat (Pckat) - ul‘lg ’cil

For more information:
Okanogan County Public Health
1234 S. 2nd Ave.

P.O. Box 231

Okanogan, WA 98840
509-422-7140



