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Okanogan County

e Field Season Update!

October 26, 4:00 pm
I pesticide license credit
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- Even though we are now into October, everyone at the office is still quite :
Ebusy, so here is an update on what everyone has been doing! Janet is:

Noxious Weed State List

Update: Wenatchee in the
Confluence Technology b
LT : continuing contracted work with the Colville tribes, inspecting for and:

November I, 1:00 pm

-treating weed sites throughout the reservation. Larry has been spending :
Noxious Weed . .
Association Weed - most of his time working with the commercial applicators treating weed sites :
Conference: In Wenatchee
at the Convention Center

Ein the wildfire areas and on the US Forest Service. Joan and Anna havei

November 2-4

-been up north inspecting for Hoary Alyssum and Musk Thistle andi

e rechecking areas where landowners were previously notified about the:

Weed Board Meeting:
November 9 (Keller)
509-775-5225 ext. 1111

- presence of weeds on their property. And, unfortunately, Teonna (who was -
- such a big help in the office this summer) has moved on to other endeavors -
- now that the field season is starting to wind down. .

Wildiire Update

IThe recent wildfires over the past couple of years devastated a
Ivery large portion of Okanogan County, and even though so
Imuch was destroyed, in many cases the fires did not stop
I noxious weeds from thriving. Throughout the 2016 field season,
Ithe Noxious Weed Office has been providing noxious weed
| control assistance to landowners who were impacted by the
| many recent wildfires that the county has experienced.

Okanogan County
Noxious Weed Control

Board Meeting:
November 16, 4:00 pm
| pesticide license credit

CWMA Meeting:
December 12, 1:00 pm
In the DOT Conference
Room

Okanogan County

Noxious Weed Control
Board Recertification

Class:
December 8, 8:00 am

Chelan County Noxious
Weed Board Meeting:
Wenatchee Noxious

Weed Conference Room:
December 13, 1:30 pm

Ferry County

Weed Board Meeting:
December 14 (Republic)
509-775-5225 ext. 1111

:We have been working hard to control all of the Class A and B Designate
noxious weed infestations in the Carlton Complex and Okanogan Complex
fire areas. We have been working with the applicators and they have finally

Iinished spraying all of the mandatory noxious weed sites, and have now |

Imoved on to fall treatments for the non mandatory weeds. They have been |

I very busy, so if they have not gotten to you yet, they will as fast as they can. |

| |

Okanogan County

Noxious Weed Control
Board Meeting:
December 14, 4:00 pm
I pesticide license credit



Be aware...these are
just some of the ways
that noxious weeds can
rapidly spread and cause
new infestations!

Fall Hunting Season is Here!

With the multiple hunting seasons that are taking place this
fall, we would like to mention a few things that hunters can
do while they are out and about to prevent the spread of
noxious weeds. A few things that hunters should keep in
mind while they are out this fall include:

Make yourself familiar with noxious weeds and how to
identify them. Our office has a lot of great brochures
available to aid in identifying noxious weeds (many of which
will conveniently fit in your pocket).

Don’t drive or walk through noxious weed infestations, as
plants and seeds can become attached to equipment and
clothing, where they can easily be carried to new areas.

If you come across noxious weed infestations while afield
this fall, be sure to report their locations. You can contact
the state or federal land agency where the weeds are
growing, or just give us a call at 422-7165, and we will
contact the appropriate agency or landowner for you.

Don’t bring home noxious weed seeds that may be
hitchhiking on animals that you have harvested. Be sure to
visually inspect animals that you harvest for any seeds that
may be tangled in their fur. And, if you do find any seeds,
be sure to remove and properly dispose of them (Never
remove and flick them on the ground!).

Always clean your equipment before traveling to and when
returning from hunting locations. Inspect your clothing and
equipment for seeds and plant fragments, and thoroughly
clean your vehicles and ATVs to ensure all seeds and plant
particles are removed.
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Ravenna Grass

7 Ravenna Grass is a large, nonnative perennial grass that has been spotted in Okanogan
County. Ravenna Grass is a tall, perennial grass that forms clumps of basal leaves called
tussocks. The flower stems are erect and up to 13 feet tall, with leaves on the stems up to the
base of the inflorescences. The stems can be reddish (or other colors) as the flowers mature.
Inflorescences are at stem tips and are slender and are silvery in color. Inflorescences are
plume like, dense panicles about 9.8 inches to 2 feet long by 4 to 6 inches wide. The primary
panicle branches are 2.4 to 7.9 inches and are appressed or spreading. Spikelets have 2
florets and are 3 to 7 mm long and are purplish. The stems (called culms) are stiff, and grow 5
to 13 feet tall and around 0.4 inches in diameter, with the lower stem nodes having yellowish
hairs. Stems, especially large ones, can turn red when in flower.

-

Ravenna Grass has tiny seeds that are dispersed by wind and water. Ravenna is known to
grow in moist places, such as ditches, marshes, wetlands, and riparian areas. Ravenna grass
reproduces by seed, and does not tend to grow well in colder climates. When controlling
Ravenna Grass you want to be sure to wear gloves because it can cause a mild irritating itch.
To control Ravenna Grass, plants should be dug out of the ground, making sure that you
remove the entire root system to prevent resprouting. Once Ravenna plants have been
removed, you should replant the disturbed area with some other beneficial plant to keep
Ravenna plants (or some other weed) from returning to the area. For herbicide control

\ recommendations for Ravenna Grass, please contact the Noxious Weed Office. /
-




4 Update on Aquatics A

This year, the Noxious Weed Office had another very productive year
with our aquatic noxious weed control program, so we would like to
give an update on what all was accomplished. This year treatments
were applied for Eurasian Watermilfoil and Curlyleaf Pondweed in
Spectacle Lake, Salmon Lake, Conconully Lake, and Osoyoos Lake.

We have also been working with the friends of Alta group, to hopefully
get them included in next year’s control operations. Palmer Lake may
also be included in next year’s treatments if we can find any interest in
participating. Next year, we will also be checking the areas where
treatments occurred this year to see if they are helping the Eurasian

v Watermilfoil and Curlyleaf Pondweed to subside. /
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EURASIAN MILFOIL &

/ With winter coming just around the corner, that means that wildlife will \\
soon be making their way down into the valley for the winter. And, since
many of us like to feed birds and other wildlife during the winter months,
we would like to again remind folks to use caution when purchasing
feed for those critters.

Every year, we receive phone calls from landowners who want help
identifying some new weed on their property, and often that new weed
is actually a Washington State listed noxious weed that got started
growing from seed that was contaminating bird seed or hay products.
Remember, before you buy feed make sure that it is either certified
\ weed free, or that the seeds in it are sterilized.
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Okanogan County Noxious Weed Control Board
149 3rd N., Room 102, P.O. Box 791
Okanogan, WA 98840
509-422-7165 e

noxiousweeds@co.okanogan.wa.us NOXious weeps DAMAGE

2R RESOURCES
okanogancounty.org/nw

Please feel free to forward this newsletter on to your friends. Make sure you keep our
office up to date with your email address, so we can keep you informed. Or, to be added
to our email list, please send us an email at noxiousweeds@co.okanogan.wa.us.



